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when he was young and spent the best part
of his life there. When. he had become an
old man he was offered freedem and told to go
out but he begged to be allowed to stay in.the
prison because he was used to prison life and knew

who -has been used To one way of thinking, doing
‘one kind of work always, and meeting the same
'kind of friends finds it difficult when in later years
‘he is required to change his life and habits. Such
is the position of the members of the Jaffnese Co-
.operative Society. As a community we have been

are no clercial jobs, we cannot make up our minds.
to train and direct our children to other occupa-
tions, This subject is discussed in the article
“Trade School Scholarships” published in this
issue. For three scholarships offered, only two ap-
But' there will come a
time when for one scholarship 50 or even:100 ap-

plications will be received. )
* * * ¥

of subscription. If. is hoped that.be:fore pressure
is brought upon members they will take voluntary
action to comply with the decision. Any one not
fully realizing the advantages. and readily co-
operating should study the article “Freedom of
Members”. Any one defaylng to comply with the
regulation, will be the loser.
* : Ed * o #

) Our duty to posterity is explained elsewhere
in this issue. If all our ancestors had said that
they would not leave: behmd anythmg to posterity
the present generatlon could not.have risen to its

Present position. ,
* *

We would direct” the atten _oni of our readers
to a careful study of the artlcle on “Better Living
Societies” - which we J_lave -reproduced from the
ndian Co-operative Review.-

HERE was once a mai who was put in gaol’

nothing . ahout. the.ways of the world. A man

-used to doing clerical jobs; now, eéven when there -

The Society has regulated for a minimum rate

!

.report. 1936 published elsewhere.

~Similar organisa-

ingly. Vigilance commitiees should he formed in

EDITORIAL NOTES.

~tions- already exist in ‘this country and they are

referred to in the Review of Mr. Boyd’s annual
Some' of the
disabilities under which we suffer are capable of
improvement if Better Living Societies are formed
for our community. We can take action to reduce
the cost of living and introduce many and desirable
economles, ‘cut out unnecessary expendlture in mar-

riages, do away with or prevent the abuse of‘ ﬁ

dowries, dircct the energies of the communlty to -
better and profitable channe’s.  There are many :

- evils, too numerous to- mentlon that are sappm'r

the vitality of the. com’numty We can remedv '
the. evils ourselves, and ‘the only way is through o
organisation, Will the leaders of the community
take note of this suggestion and act in time? A

Better Living Society in every district and in every

locality would not be too many. In fact .a Bettcr
L1v1ng Somety for every 50 persons with a central
union to co-ordinate the activities of .all the in-
dividual units would- be desirable. We invite sug-

gestions and opinions on.this important matter.

To those whose experience of- the co-operative
movement is limited to thrift and. loan societies—

1 dividends and loans;a'céféful study of Mr. Boyd’

annual report for 1936, a review of which is pub-
lished in this issue, is recommended. That squ}rrel '
destruction can be ‘brought into the scope of co-

-operation ‘with- success. must conjure up visionk

of the vast potentlahtles of the movement.
: * £ * N

Mr. Boyd’s address delivered at the ninth
annual assembly meeting of the+-Selangor -Urbar
Co-operatlve Union Ltd,,  deserves very careful
study by all 1nterested 1n co-operative socxetles-—
by members forming the Committees of Managﬂ-
ment and by ordmary members. A planned pre-
gramme giving conditions to bé Followed and éar-
ried out by each member should be prepared, and
both old and new members required to act. accord-
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- each ;cenfre, whose duty should be to bring moral

pressure upon weak ones and delinquents by. pomt—
ing out the desirability of conformmg to thée re-
quuements
what is expected of them. They read no co-opera-
tive literature. The by-laws, which is perhaps the
only co-operative literature they read, deflnes in

“detail what a member may expect from a society;

__but it is silent on the all important question of a
members obligations to the others.

Those who
have needs in common organise themselves. Cur
economic nnprovement is our common need. If a
society’s activities end with merely provxdmg
facilities to a member to pay a subscription for
the main purpose of giving him the privilege of
borrowing, our economic improvement. cannot be
achicved.. A programme planned to guide .a mem-
Let i1 each phase of his- expenditure and -income

‘may be a far-fetched idea, but if co-operation is

“to play the part expected of 1t some’ such help

.,houid ‘be ngen to members.-
. * SR X E3

-~ In the President’s speech delivered at the Union

- Assembly, reference was made to the audit of co-

" operative societies.
‘operation imposed the audit levy a scheme was

s

‘in a name.

When the department of co-

then - prepared for the audit to be undertaken by
the Union. The scheme did not materialise as in-
dividual -societies were reluctant to join in the
scheme, and the department was ‘not willing to
reléase its’ control. - The time is now opportune for

Tesusoitating ‘the matter and 'if the Union could
put ip a scheme acceptable to all societies it would

be a justification for its existence,
- *® . * £ 3 M

"We note that the name of the Selangor Urban
Co-operative Union has been changed to Midlands
Co-operative Union. ‘Some people might say what’s
But there is a great deal in it. While
Singapore, Penang, and Perak have Unions denoting
the - territory represented by each, “Midlands”
Union gives no indication of its area or its loca-
tion. “Midlands” is not in common usage and is
used by the Railway Department of the F.M.S. to

Tepresent a ‘section of its traffic department Was |

the change an msplratlon from the Railway?
% . * % L%

The sécond part of Mr. Alvapillai’s address

" on “Youths and Their Future” is published in this

- issue.
gested to deal with the problem as it affects ghe-

many of out peaders; also discusses the problem

Although no specific remedy has been sug-

community; there is a great deal of matter For
serious thought and examination..
a : * : #® % - #*

Mr; Kanapathipillai, who is ;not:"unknown to

Very often members do not know

1 stead of a general and academical discussion we

"posals for the guidance of the _comimunity.

‘of the magnitude and extent of the unemployment.
" is desirable if practical solutions are to be. found.

‘come and should not come like 2 mushroom growth

‘ment is creative thinking, if the community is to

¥
of “Youths and Unemployment"’ Another writer
diseourses on “How to succeed™ in business?” In-

invite prattlcal and workable suggestions and pro-
The
problem is too serious and should not be superficial-
ly treated. A. careful and thorough investigation

* * & *

The progress of a race or community would |
be quicker and healthier if there were better under-
standing, unity of purpose, and one-mindednéss
between both sexes. For this reason we welcome
the ‘contribution by ‘Miss Pahang’ on “Euucation
of Girls”.- If women of our community play -the -
part they are expected to play, our future -will®
take care of itself. But such a change cannot

There is no doubt that our wives, -sisters, and our
daughters have advanced and progressed Wwith ‘the
time. Compared with our mothers and out grand-
mothers the present generation may: be ‘said to
have made vast strides in certain directions, but
there is a great deal more to be done, Parents
should view the question of female education from
a long, practical and realistic point of view: give
such education as will fit our daughters to face
life with knowledge and understanding of their
duties, and with hope and vigour. <In this
matter, as in many other matters, umted action,
as the writer of the said article urges, is desirable.
Will the thinking - ‘and intelligent section of - the
commumty meet and discuss the matter"
% . ¥ L T
“The Art of Staymg—atfHome is ‘a thng -
which most of our frends might usefully practse.
The article is reproduced: from an American
Journal. What our community needs at the mo-

progress. No one need think he ‘has- no. time “for
creative' thinking. In' fact we have "ample time
but we waste it on frwglous amusements
* : *® £ . E
“Don’t be a Lawyer” should-be carefully read
by those parents intending to give legal education-
to" their children:  Conditions in the American
State referred to in the article have their counter
par in Ceylon. Law's delays, of which we hear
very often and evén have personal experience ‘in
Ceylon, must be the result of an-oversupply- ‘of -
lawyers. Consider the immense wealth wasted- in-
giving unnecessary legal training. “If the money
so wasted is utilised for better purpose, ‘the'youths '
—many’ if not all—would have-a different ‘history
to their credit, ‘We are here remmdod -of the-evils
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insidiously éating

intO* H£€3 Qf:—
countries, B

lawyer-ridden
® L N &

Love is a magnificent thing and is the source

from which all that is good ‘emanates. Without it

Yife will not'be ‘worth living.. When unsatisfisd- it is

‘éapable i some idividuals “of "being * turtied “into
Ratred and'its- ‘potency for harm to the- object which-

it fifst- loved is illimitable, MY, Somasundaram
discourses about thé “Power of "Love’ elsewhere
it “this issue: We -invite Kim to tell us why love
and hatred spring-frem: the same source.
% * - * %

“Ramayana" isa subjeéct Tor:serious - study and
thought. . T~ understdnd"' the hidden: meanings in
revery word of it ‘and to- appreciate-the beauty of the

expressions contairied thereiti-one should bé-a wversed .

and ‘advanced’ scholar~ in  Tamii;
of it into. foreign language, even by a: very learned
‘ah: proficient -in- Tamil and’ the foreign lang-
usage, carn do THIY justide- The- account "given: else-

i ' If-'thbre cis- any ‘man who. thinks, the- nghteous:: e
o c#ases isT going: to - be - beaten, - let. him.. repent: . in e
It'is not: going;.to-be beaten,

" sacktlothand” ‘ashiés,

- up- bachelors!

. We i
N6 rendering [ butors-whose: eontribiations -have not yet: appeared
- Want: oft‘space~ is-thé resson: fortthe: e}elay, andhw*e

~eraver theip- mdﬁlgenee

where .in..this issue: is- nothmg beyond ‘the shortest
ot ag ity headimge itnpHes,
* & % *

In the flrst issue of “The Pathfinder” a -eor-
respondent raised- the question of dowry system"
and ~invitéd ¢ opinions, ‘Béyond - 2" létter “ fhomy-a.
lady, who ‘naturally: is: -against the: dowry: systém,
we “have not- received ahny: correspvndenw' Wake
H“yourdd not make-out’a-case fir
the- retention of'thecdowi¥ system; judgment ‘would

be given-against you by  default and” your will! one

day wake to see thit your: demandesfon: dbwa‘y are.
treatad with ccmtempt:

The second mstalmént‘ of “My& Ebﬂy D2y3~-}n
Pahangl’ is- again” beings held - forr want -off space;
“offér- oup- apolegibs~ to- allii. thoge conthi:

3

“though a- w1de ‘compass round: be- fetched?.

RVE. G. CAMPBELL . MORBGAN,. D.D.

*® - * -

There never was a time when faith in. God
- wag so—sorely” tried; and never was there a- time-

when: ther¢: is so nmich! need. for- it..

It is. a 'great: -

timeto'-bié- living "in; tHer call of duty is making.
' 1tSe}f "heard,’ and* we must respond. to it

THE HONY MR-

JUSTICE: BAILHAUHE
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He Jaffnese Co-operatlve Soclety invited ap-
., plications for three scholarshlps in the Trade
. School, Kua.a Lumpur, and the date of closing
of appllcatlons has. passed -The Committee - has
recelved only ‘two | apphcatlons. The object with
which the Soclety oﬂ"ers these scholarships is to
prov1de opportumtles for youths to receive voca-

extent ' perhaps,
might gradually be tackled. -
- From this; poor response - the conelusmn might

there ~»'are‘,ye'ry “few - youths: out -of .employment.
Well-informed members of the community cannot
Ours is a community that
has suffered seriously in the pro-Malay policy of
the Government. There is a large number of un-
employed Jaffnese youths at present in the country,
who walk daily from office to office in search of

In view of the above, one may well ask what
is the cause for the poor response to the offer by
the Jaffnese Co-operative Society.  In our opinion
it is due to the fact that parents and their chlldren
affected have not begun to realise that they should
adapt” themselves to the existing conditions and

survive. In plain words they consider clerical and
similar jobs more honourable and desirable to
tasks involying manual labour. Parcnts perhaps
wish that their sons should follow them and take

due to lack of fo1e51ght and a false sense of pride’

have fallen by long years of slavish work.

There are no clerical jobs gomg for all, and
let this be understood and taken to heart by every
one, more especially by the youth
of the commumty have not yet become alive to
the seriousness of the situation it is time they did

" s0 and made up their minds what to de in the mat-

fer. Let them not indulge in a false sense of

”s'“éh?olar'shiiis‘,‘

tional trammg in ‘order that, ‘though only.to a, small.
the problem of unemployment i

be' drawn that the . problem of unemployment is |

10650 -Serious” as it s represented to be-and that be better able to fight the battle of life - the- future

employment and their number is being swelled by
" youths that leave school annually. e

that in the world of today it is the fittest that can -

to clerical or similar work. This mistaken idea is.

They cannot get out of the rut’into which they

"If “the youth

security. It may be that in their parents llfe-tnne
the youths may not have to work. It may be that
some parents have saved enough to make their
children feel somewhat secure of their future..

But how long will this security last? One day
or other the youth ‘would receivea rude awaken-

ing and will then have to pay a greater price for -
lack of foresight. Youths are the future fathers,
and unless they now .awake from  their, lethargy
and, even at the risk of parental displeasure, shake
themselves, leavmg sentlment behind them, and
take to vocational training in order that they .may,

does not_look rosy. .
We have been urged to adv1se the Soclety tov
offer scholarships for legal, Pmedu:al and, otht,n

‘gimilar trainings instead of vocational trammg It

the Society did that we are assured it will meét
a popular wish and that the Society would there-
by be rendering a genuine service to the community.
Our views happen to be otherwise. The Society’s

. object is the greatest good of the greatest number.

Vocational training is not so costly as legal or
professional training and for the cost of one legal
training more youths could be given vocational
training and the community would be the richer
by it. ‘We have known.of patient-less doctors and.
brief-less lawyers and let those parents who have
money to waste lndulge in_the luxury of training
their sons for law and medlclne, and then parents
with marrlageable daughters can scratch their
heads to find fat dowries to obtain the patient-less
doctors or the brief-less lawyers as husbands for
their daughters.

The future of the community is in the hands
of the youths, and let them take stock of the
situation and act quickly. There is no degrada-
tion in takng up the kind of work we have in mind
so long as it is honest work. It is much more

‘honourable than being a parasite on one’s parents

or relations. Our pioneers found a place for us
in this country and if that position is lost to the
future generaton it will be due entirely to the
youths who are unable: to adapt themselves to
circumstances. ‘

o)
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Curtailment Qf,. Freedom.

HE members of the Jaffnese Co-operative
X Society at their last meeting adopted an

amendment to by-law No. 14 by which the
minimum subscription payable to the Society has
been raised to 10% of a member’s Inonthly incomeé
or $10{- whichever is the greater. Originally when
the Society was started, the minimum subserip-
tion payable was $3|- per mensem. Some years
ago it was raised to 5% of a member’s monthly
income or $5/- whichever is the greater.  The
present amendment is the third stage of progress.

We anticipated that somc difficulty might be
experienced in getting the meeting to adopt the
amendment.  Qur anticipation was due to the
grumblings we had heard from some corners' that
such an action—imposition of a minimum rate-—was
an infringement of the freedom of members. We
were glad, howevey, that there was no discussion

" whatever on the matter and that the amendment

was unanimously adopted by the members. We
do not think that there is any doubt whatever
that 10% minimum is not a demand that s likely
to cause general hardship, or, in other words, the
average savings of the individual member should
not be less than 10% of his income., The Committee
has power tc grant exemption from the operation
of the By-law in individual cases and members
who can satisfy the Committee that they are not
in a position to pay the minimum subscription can

-always . obtain . exemption.

It is desirable that we should examine this
bogey that the flxing of a minimum rate of sub-
seription™ curtails members’ freedom. What is
freedom?  Is it being free to come and £0 as one
wills, to save or not to save as one’s inclination
runs, to do just what you like in everything in
the world? Our reply is, there is no freedom in
man’s life, nobody is free in any matter. Can we
eat what we like? If we do our stomachs will be
at war with us. Can we, if we desire, sleep all
the time? No, we cannot do that as sleep and
rest are .fixed for us by nature. Can we satisfy

our impulses and do anything we like if it would
cause nuisance. to our neighbours, offend their

- shorter ropes.

susceptibilities?  Where will any one be if the
whole neighbourhood ran riot?  Our rest would
be disturbed and lives would be made hell on earth.
Can we do what we like and break the laws fram-
ed by the State for the good ofthe community?

' We cannot, and if we do we will be \suitably

punished. Therefore it cannot be disputed that in
every one of our actions we have to 'Confb_l"m to
some restriction or other, except that in some mat-
ters we may have a longer rope and in “others
We are all bound to"each other,
bound to nature and hound to society. - '
Our duty to ourselves and to our posterity
demands that we should save a reasonable portion
of our monthly incomes. Co-operation is governed
by democratic methods and our by-laws are framed
by us for the greatest good of the greatest number.
In the process, a minority may be affected and
the minority may have different vieWws in"the ‘matter.
When once a’ majority has decided, co-operatien
demands loyalty, a loyalty that should be firm and
unswerving. ' : ' : '
That the increasing of the minimum. rate is in
the interest of every member, no one can dispute.
Who can deny that persuasion to save as much as
we can is in one’s own interest? Then why
raise, what one might call, conscientious objections?
Who is going to beneflt by the individual’s savings?
H_e and his successors. Who is going to suffer if
an individual is imprudent, wastes all his money,
is extravagant in his living and does not keep by
anything for the rainy day? He and his near and
dear ones. All that the society is doing is to urge
upon a member the idea of thrift and to legislate
that he should save a certain portion of his. in-
come. To question the right of society to legislate
for others is looking a gift horse in the mouth,
The amendment has become law and members
are urged to take voluntary action to comp]y'wit_}i
the by-law in real co-operative spirit. Such
voluntary action will benefit every member ands
will save the work of District Committee to a con-
siderable extent. '
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Do We Owe Any Thing to Posterity.

-0'_____..

HE above question is sometimes asked by a
Tcertain class of members of co-operative socie-

ties when proposals are made for appropriating
portions of the annual profits towards some object
or other the henefits of which cannot be enjoyed
by the present members. It is therefore a subject
of some interest and deserves to be examined. The
first point that we should answer is this—Do we
enjoy any benefit bequeathed to us by our ancestors?
Evidences are in abundance beyond doubt. We are
the happy possessors of all the accumulated ex-
perience of all the past generations that have gone
before us. The culture, the civilization, the scientific
discoveries that add to the comfort and p..asure
of our existence are not the results of the activi-
ties of one generation alone. The very food that

we eat, the clothes we wear, the houses we live’
in, the means of our transport have all been planned -

and prescribed for us as a result of the sufferings,
the experiences qur forefathers have gone through.
The urge to do something of lasting and per-
_manent good does not arise out of an impulse for
personal satisfaction of one’s desires:. History
tells us of the experiences and the sufferings our
ancestors went through. We avoid the things that
brought failures to our ancestors. We carve out
new paths, new lines of action imbued by the sue-
cesses of our ancestors. What tremendous risks
4o their own lives and sacrifices to personal com-
forts did our predecessors take to add to the
scientific discoveries of the world or to find new
remedies to help humanity to ease its sufferings.
Are their actions the result of an impulse for per-
sonal satisfaction? No. They did so in order that
their successors might benefit by their labours.
The present is the successor of the past, inheritor
of all its wealth and experience.
ancestors cannot be measured in words or in deeds.

Animals are not dependent on one another.
Man in his primitive days may have been able to
live by himself and to himself with very little co-
operation from his fellows. But with the ever in-
creasing factors of comforts and luxuries that go
to make life comfortable and luxurious man has

Our debt to our’

to depend on his fellows to a considerable extent
for his needs as he cannot produce all that he

needs himseif. Further, unlike animals, it is by

nature ordained that for a number of years after
birth human beings are entirely dependent on their
parents and others for their growth. We have to
be fed by our mothers, we have to be carried,

washed and tended with care. Our hveS-throﬁ_ITout\
are so ordered that we have to he dependent on
some one or other. While in our early lives the

amount of dependency is 100% it decreases as we

grow old; again later in our lives ‘the depenéency
increases with the advance of years. No one man

can be self-contained and can live without the

help and co-operation of the past or of the pre-

sent. This being so it must be admitted that not
only are we indebted to all the past generations

for all that they have bequeatned to us but also

to the present generation for all their co- opelatlon

to make our lives worth living.

We may, by co-operation, pay our debt to the
present generation, but how are we to repay our
debts to the past generation. If a -man borrows
from his fellow and does not repay it he is a dis-
honest debtor and carries with him thehall-mark
of dishonesty wherever he goes. If all of us were
dishonest thére would be no credit, no co-operation
and no progress in the world. Therefore self-in-
terest demands honesty. Society demands that
every one should endeavour to he honest. If that
is so, is 1t not more important that our debt to our
ancestors should be discharged? The only way to
discharge it is by leaving behind us something pro-
duced by us as addition to the wealth—material
and otherwise-—for the benefit and use of our suc-
cessors. We cannot have any mental reservation
in the matter nor ecan we ignore our responsibility.
It is a debt of honour that should be discharged
in our life time. This is the debt we owe to pos-
terity. If we wish that posterity should think
kmdly of us, our children should progress -and

their lives be something better than it has been
our lot, then let us all unite and co-operate to
leave somthing that posterity may feel proud of us.

5




June, 1937.

THE PATHFINDER. | 7

Better Living Societies

SYED GHULAM SARW
Inspector of Co-

BY

VAR SHAH, B.A. (Hons.),
operative Societies,

Mianwali- (Punjab).

ETTER living implies better food, better

clothing and better housing. If analysed, all

the multifarious economic activities end to
centre at better living.

Better living entails sacrifices. One has to
of practice thrift, and thrift means the elimniation
of unnecessary expenditure, and the inerease of
production, both- of which factors involve sacrifice.
Further, one has to defy to some extént public
opinion, if one is to lead a better life and this again
is a sacrifice, especially in custom-ridden India.
In short, sacrifice is“the key to bettervliiring; but
the difficulty is how to inculecate it among the
masses. Would propaganda alone do? No, not
with the Indian cultivator who is superstitious,
isolated and illiterate. Would law serve the pur-
pose? The reply is again in the negative. History
of even the advanced countries like Europe shows
that economic ills are never cured by legislation.

The only remedy to arrest the evil lies in organiza-

tion. What sort of organization is needed is
another question and the most important to solve.
In India or the Punjab, with which the writer has
to deal for the population consisting of the people
of diverse characteristics, customs, religions, sects
and castes, an organization decentralized in form
suits most. Socialism, communism and the like
embracing cosmopolitan views cannot be tried
with impunity.

Decentralized organization can bhest be found
in the Co-operative Better Living Societies. A
group of individuals, drawn from the same caste,
tribe or village as the case may be, bind themselves
to observe the rules passed by themselves in a
general meeting and execute an agreement to the
effect that any one of them who infringes rules thus
made will be liable to a fine not exceeding the sum
fixed for the purpose, ordinarily Rs, 100 in the

‘Punjab. The power of imposing fine is given to.

e Executive Committee elected by the members
from amongst themselves. This is, in brief, the
workmg of the Better Living Society, simple in
form and purely democratic, but very difficult te
Tun . in practice. The rules- are framed in accord-

ance with local needs and all ills, not political, can

be dealt with.

Better Living Societies are the best means to
carry out the programme of rural reconstruction,
for the success of which the Government is so’
keen. A villager, conservative as he is, is not
expected to do anything, of whatever advantage it %
may be without compulsion without its disadvaly'
tages, being self-imposed. The preliminary suc 58
of the Rural Reconstruction programme lieg i the
fact that its real essence should be a ilated by
the people and realised to be profitable to them.’
It is after this that they could give it a practical
shape in the real sense. An Indian cultivator is
éuperstitious by nature and, therefore, takes any
beneficient move on the part of the Government as
being solely in its interest. Intensive education
in the particular branches of the rural uplift
 schemes, apart from general education, is ‘the dire
need of the situation.

Better ‘Living Societies fully serve this end
and are further a test as to how far the rural
reconstruction programme is being acted upon as’
such and not as the result of the pressure from
the Landlords, Saildars, Lambardars and other
village officials. One who enters the fold of a
Better Living Society, purporting to carry on the
so-called Dehat Sudhar work, does so after fully
realisnig the beneflts; otherwise there is nothing
obligatory on him to undertake the self-imposed
compulsion. Compulsion in co-operation is a con-
tradiction in terms. Anybody may join a co-
operative society at any time, if qualified under
the bye-laws, and may cease to be a member at his
own instance. Again, Better Living Societies
have a lasting existence and the further advantage
of supervision by the co-operative staff. o

Safeguards:—No such  society. should be’
started at a place where there exist party feelings.
[f, however, the ground can be prepared, different
societies may be started among different parties.
But on no account the different societies may be
started in a village on the basis of differences in
religion, the important reason, apart from others,
being that a co-operative society has to deal with
economic and moral interests and not. religious.
Caste-wise or tribal societies are more desirable,
since members of the same caste or tribe have the
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common custom and usages to mend which is a
simple task for the societies. On the other hand,
if persons of heterogeneous castes having different
customs, ceremonial or others, .are brought on the
same arena, the societies will have to traverse a
long distance before bringing the members e co-
operate with one another. There is a natural
affectional tie among the persons of the same
caste, which is an essential ingredient of co-opera-
tion and augury to the success of a co-operative
society.

Secondly, if socities are to be real and
not sham organizations these should never be
started as a result of pressure from outside, & g,
landlords’ pressure on their tenants and Govern-
ment officials’ pressure on those with whom they
come in contact in the course of the perfor-
mance of their public duties. These should come into
. existence- as a consequence of the voluntary and

real desire on the part of those whom they are in-
tended to benefit. »

Thirdly, managing committees should be effi-
cient, keen and free from bias. Many a society has
gone to dogs simply and solely due to the selfish
motives of the committee members, who misused
their powers by inflicting fines on those who were
not guilty of breach of the rules. The members should
be clearly and emphatically told that the committee
_is elected by themselves, that their own general

meeting is the competent authority to replace any
" members of the committee if he is not found worthy
of the job. In fact Better Living Socities should
be started at those places only where it is certain
to get a set of honest persons to function as a
Managing Committee. This necessitates g close
and intensive study of the village “before the
scheme is embarked on. v

Lastly, simple rules, easy to observe and not
much averse to the prevailing public opinion, should

June, 1937.

be framed at the first instance in each new society,
Rome was not built in o day. Slowly and surely,.
with the progress of the society, all the different
and difficult problems can be enforced. As the
years roll on, Co-operative spirit of the members
goes on ripening till a time is reached when the
members ‘are responsive to all uplift schemes, and:
to eradicate the evils which stili persist, they are
themselves found doing all that is possible. The
society runs then at its own momentum. If, on the
other hand, all the problems of rural reconstruction:
were tackled at one time, not a single one would
be common. If the fines are imposed likewise, the-
members would lose heart; and if the common
breach of the rules is overlooked the society will
not be worth the name. Fines should be imposed
very cautiously, rarely and judiciously; but when.
imposed they must be recovered with rigidity, to
have a wholesome effect on the members in general,
Herein lies the secret of success of the societies.
In the Punjab, Better Living Societies number-
ed 590 with 20.909 members con 31st July, 1935.
These are found in every nook of the Province.
Recently, special attention is being devoted to this
form by the Registrar. Special staff, consisting of
4 Inspectors and 14 Sub-Inspectors has been ap-
pointed exclusively for the organization and super--
vision of Better Living Societies and it is intended
to increase the staff further. o
The reformaton of the ceremonial customs is
the common rule in all the Better Living Societies.
of the Punjab. Of late Hygiene and Sanitation
rules have also been introduced in almost all- of
them. The rest of the Rural Reconst-uction pro-
gramme is worked out by the societies to such an
extent as is practicable in different localities and:
according to the character and spirit of the people..

(Indian Co-operative Review).
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Progress of Co-operation in 1936.

“JT"HOUGH Mr. Boyd’s annual report for 1936
on the activities of the co-operative movement
in Malaya may appear to an ordinary reader

to be a mass of dry and uninteresting statistics

yet the informaticn contained therein is of absorb-
ing interest and is a record of the steady pro-
gress the movement has made. _

‘ The Director states that the cost of the devart-

ment in the F.M.S. & S.S. which was $207,487|-

in 1932 has gone down to $172,016}- in 1936. - We
trust that this is an indication of the relaxation
of control by the department over societies in
corder that they may gradually develop the spirit

-of selfhelp, one of the fundamental objects of the

movement, and, in course of time, be enabled to

stand on their own legs.

The general progress of the movement is re-
presented by a rapid increase in the membership
and in the subscription capital of the societies. In
the F.M.S. in 1932 there were 189 secieties,
23,192 members with a paid .up capital of
$2,562,579]- and in the S.S. 48 societies, 11,470 mem-
bers and $982,603|- paid up capital. In 1936 the cor-
responding figures for F.M.S. were 345 societies,
54,972 members and $4,397,241]- and for S.S. 125
societies, 25,141 members and $1,954,296/-. During
the year, 62 societies were registered and three
liquidated in the F.M.S. and 24 registered and
two liquidated in the S.8.

In the rural credit side there were in the
F.M.S. 61 societies, with a membership of 1,680
and paid up share capital of $76,826]- in 1932,
The corresponding flgures for 1936 were 58 socie-
‘ties, 1,631 members and $68,163]- share capital.
In the S.S. there were 14 societies, 461 members
-and $13,104- paid up capital in 1932 and in 1936,
13 societies, 374 members and $10,482|- paid up
-capital. Comparison with the figures for 1935
show "an increase in the F.M.S. of 187 in mem-
bership and $4,807|- in share capital. In the S.S.
‘the figures remained stationary. Mr. Boyd is very
-optimistic about the future and states as follows:-

“It is gratifying to report that most socie-
ties come back to life after a rather long
hibernation. = A few, however, have failed to

respond and they will be liquidated in 1937.

In spite of these disappointments, there

are several encouraging features. Withdrawals

and expulsions of unsatisfactory members are
nearly complete and the tide is setting in the
opposite direction. New members and younger
members are joining the societies, particularly
in parts of the Federated Malay States.”

“In the Straits Settlements. the position
was rather better than the statistics suggest.”

“The economic improvement and the new
spirit in societies is shown in the rise in the
paid-up share capital of societies in spite of
the withdrawal of the members who were
weeded out.”

Endeavours have been directed te root out the
“padi-ratus” system of credit allowed to padi pian-
ters between planting and harvest. In return “or
relatively small advances giw}en ‘u"sually by the
local Chinese shop-keeper the padi planter is tied
at harvest to sell his crop at a low rate. Four
societies for the supply of seasonal credit with 3
membership of 665 planters have now been re-
gistered and Mr. Boyd considers that “if these
societies succeed and spread they should maks a
big difference to their members, as the padi planters
probably incur a greater economiec loss from resort
to ‘padi rates’ credit than from any other cause”?

Co-operative rubber marketing was not a sue-
cess and “efforts to persuade small holders to com-
bine to sell their rubber have been nullified by the
general tendency amongst small- holders tp{ sell
coupons and not rubber.” The Dusun Tua Co-
operative Rubber Society was liquidated during the
year.

Two more egg marketing societies were re-
gistered during the year bringing the total to five.
A sixth society is under trial. There was a drop
in the number of eggs marketed and Mr. Boyd
states that “it is gratifying to be able to Teport
that the shortage was not due to disloyalty on the
part of members. The members supplied what
they could, but the hens did not lay™.

An interesting experiment in joint action was
made by 18 members of the Sempang Tiga Gene-

_ral Purposes Society to try and make a profit out

of making and selling copra. They purchased nuts
converted them into copra and sold the copra at a
profit of $12.35 for 12 days’ work. .

In regard to rural co-operative stores “con-
siderable time is spent by officers of the depart-
ment in giving instructions in the running of Co-
operative stores and there are several such in
various parts of the country. Even when they
fail—and they rarely last long—the business ex-
perience gained is valuable”. In Perak there are

four shops and in Selangor one.

Although "the .co-operative -fairs -which- sprang
up during the depression vanished with the returan
of prosperity five registered fairs have survived
and show no {ramediate signs of dissolution. They
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provided audience for the discrimination of the
propaganda of various Government Departments.
_ Endeavours to interest co-operative societies
of Malay holders in the keeping and breeding of
goats with ‘,a view to increasing the income of
members have not been very effectual. “So far
Kampong Malays have shown no great enthusiasm
for this method of increasing their income and
none of the efforts has yet had a sufficient financial
success to make initiation very attractive”.
There were five better living societies in the
F.M.S. with a membership of 208 and three in
the S.8. with a membership ‘of 821. *“Success
depends mainly on the development of public
opinion which will condemn extravagance, and even
if the societies are not always as unsuccessful in
limiting expenditure as their keenest members
m'i'ght expect, the very existence of these Societies is

- a standing testimony to the principles which have.

been accepted at least in theory and which it is
expected the coming generation will more and
more put into practice”. .
“The development of the habit of association
and working together in rural areas is fostered by
" the formation of societies whose objectives are so
varied: that there societies are classified as General
Purposes societies”. There were 34 registered
" gocieties with a membership of 4,290 and savings
| totalling $11,000]- in the. F.M.S. and 4 with a
- membership of 1,191 and savings totalling $1,132|-
 in the. S.S. “Complete list of the activities of
these societies would be difficult to compile, but the
. diversity of aims is shown by the fact that these:
** societies have (1) constructed schools and quarters
:  for teachers (ii) run a kampong sports meeting
o (iii) extended a school which they had previously
* built, but which had become too small (iv) deve-
" loped goat-breeding (V) developed copra manufac-
ture . (vi) organised with the help of the District
Officer a mukim agricultural show (vii) repaired
pahts’ and drains (viii) organised the destruction
of squirrels and rats (ix) taken in Malay news-
papers (x) built kampong meeting sheds which
. are used by visiting officers such as Lady Medical
Officers when they come to the kampong to give
advice and (xi) selected Malay women for train-
ing in the hospitals as midwives. These activi-
ties are all supplemental to the central activity of
organising thrift and trying to prevent indebted-
ness. The demand for societies is greater now
than at any previous time”.
“Ag an example of what can be achieved by
joint, action encouraged by senior officers, the squir-

rel destruction campaign in Lower Perak ‘may be.

. cited. A competition was started in November, 1935,
‘to cover one complete fruit season. It terminated

) e

PEEN

in July, 1936. The members are emphatic .as to
the beneflts which have resulted. So satisfied are
they that they propose to continue the competition.
Crops were obtained from coconut trees which had
previously yielded practically . nothing. Durian
trees on which the fruits had never previously
reached maturity yielded a sat isfactory crop.
There was. a noticeable improvement in the
mangosteen crop. There were nine competitors
who caught 263 squirrels.” ' '
In the F.M.S. there were 34 salary earners’
societies with a membership of 16,449 and paid up
capital of $3,600,000|- while in the S.S. there were
37 societies with 12,161 members and $1,705,500{-
paid up capital. '
“An investigation was made intc the progress
of thrift in these societies during the years 1934
and 1935. Thesé were abrormal years owing to
the large numbers of new members admitted as a

result of the policy of Gévernment in relation to
indebtedness of Government servants. Most of
these new members made mihimum subscriptions
and took large loans. It was expected therefore
that the average net savings per member (ie,
total subscriptions less total -outstanding loans
divided by the number of members) would show
a decrease. In point of fact, it turned out that
the net average savings per member at 3lst
Decemnber, 1935, as compared with 31st December,
1934, had increased in 21 out of 30 societies in the
Federated Malay States and in 26 out of 31
societies in the Straits Settlements. In this period
membership in these societies had increased by
1,755 in the Federated Malay States and by 134
in the Straits Settlements. There is no doubt that, -
while these societies are supplying credit to-their
members, they are also achieving their aim of
fostering thrift.” '

Therée are indications that the development of
Urban Co-operative Stores is being tackled serious-
ly and the need of co-operative action to reduce
the cost of living is realised. Members of more
than one society are considéring the advisability
of taking action. A store society has since been
opened in Seremban.’

At the end of 1936 there were 191 societies for
Indian labourers with a membership of 31,728 and
a capital of $701,091]- in the F.M.S. and 62
societies with & membership of 10,532 and a capital
of $238,314|- ‘in the S.8. Ten years of steady
progress since the first co-operative society was
formed is revealed by the above statistics. “With
253 societies now workihg it does not seem fanciful
to -anticipate that " iri*¢cubse ~of - time an estate
“employing * Indian" labour” ‘which “has’ not a co-
* operative society will be ‘the *exception’
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talk on the subject of “The New Member.”

“When co-operative societies for salary
earners were flrst introduced into Malaya the
problem of the new member was largely a pro-
blem of debt. Most of the applicants for mem-
bership were persons who had got into difficulties
from which they saw little hope of escape and
they turned to co-operative societies for relief.
To those who were honest and ‘were prepared. to
exercise that self-discipline which the societies
demand that relief was forthcoming, and there
- must be many thousands of past and present mem-
bers of societies to-day who have good reason to be
thankful that they join a co-operative society.
Millions of dollars of debt carrying high interest
have been settled and millions of dollars on interest
have been saved to members” said Mr. Boyd.

“BITTER FRUITS”

“New .delegates of the various societies which
" form the Selangor Urban.€o-operative Union know
better than I do whether there has been much
change in the fourteen years that have passed.
I believe, however, that I am right in suggesting
that more members now join your societies before
they have got into financial difficulties.  You
doubtless still have many applications from those
who have tasted the bitter fruits of uncontrolled
berrowing and to seek your help to avoid the con-
sequences of their folly. At the same time, are
you not getting more applications from persons who
have néver got into difficulty and who seek the
help of the éociety to keep them from ever doing
so? If you are, I think the time has come for
you to coqsidef the advisability of taking action
either as a Union or as individual societies.

“When a man comes to a society asking for
~help out of a hole, the view of his future is cloud-
ed by the difficulties and the depression’ in which
he finds himself. He cannot look forward and
“‘make plans. He is reduced to living a hand to
mouth existence. The end of “the month is a
source of anxiety owing to the demands of pressing
~creditors.  There is not much use suggesting to

. plan of his future,

The Nevy Member,

PEAKING at the ninth annual assembly meeting of the Selangor Urban Co-opera-~
tive Union Ltd, held at the Hotel Majestic roof garden on June 1 Mr. R. Boyd,
M. C. 8., .Director of Co-operation, F. M.S. and S.S., delivered an interesting

THE PRIMARY CONCERN.

“There are two sorts of ecommittees. One
which prides itself on its business capacity. It
makes sure that all Joans are safe and fully cover-
ed by the sureties. Provided they are safe “the
committee does not worry much what the loan is
wanted for nor does it trouble to see how it is used.
A reasonable dividend is paid and there are no
overdue loans. A co-operative society must be
as efficient as any Vcoinpan.y and it must be some-
thing more. It must be eo-operative. A usurious
money-lending institution can be eﬂici_ent. It lends
money, it cares little about the purpose of the loan
- and it endeavours to ensure that the money is safe.
If a bco—bperative sceiety * does nothing more than
that it is a fraud. C .

“What more is expected of a eo-operative
society? The answer teo this question will 'be found
in the attitude of the society towards its menibers.
The primary concern of the society. is mot its own
financial well-being, but the economic well-beihg
of its members. Do not forget that it is quite
‘possible for a co-operative society to base financial
success on the ruination of its members.. So the
eyes of the committee of a co-operative society must
be directed towards the economic well-being of
every individual member of the society. If a piem-
ber’s position is not improving as a result of his
membership, there is something wrong. The fault
may be the society’s or may be the member’s. In
any case, the matfer requires investigation.

PLANNING I'OR THE FUTURE,

“Now, if a person’s position is geing to im-
prove as a result of his joining the society, I think
it is much more likely to improve if the person
has a clear idea from the start as to what he can
do through the society. I doubt whether mast of
the existing members gave much thought to the
possibilities of the future when they joired. - It
is my opinion that a little thought at the time of
admission would make a big difference to the value
of the society to the member.  How can 'we

uch. & person that he should try and prepare a | ensure that new members will gj\(fé ~:thought to their

| future” at the time of joining

cleties?
A
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“This 4s the point at whlch'I think that com-
mittees -and the experienced members of societies
can be of invaluable assistance.
most part persons with a considerable experience
both of life and of co-operative societies, and as
such you are in an exceptionally good position to
give advice to the new, and especially, the young
member. A short discussion with an experienced
member or group of members would be very valu-
able. . It would be possible to set the new member
thinking and making a plan for his future. Here
are some of the points:

MEETING EMERGENCIES.

“On the supposmon that he is still single, he
will be expected to marry before long. If so, how
much does he propose to spend? Instead of borrow-
ing for his wedding and trying to repay from a
salary which must meet extra expenses, could he
not accumulate the sunmi beforehand" Is he think-
ing of takmg out a life insurance policy? It is a
safeg‘uard to his relatives in case any accident oc-
¢irs to himself.” He should be careful not to take
out too ‘large a policy. At the same t*me, the
permlum rises -with DVﬂry year of lis age, so he
should not postpone the question. What about
sickness? How.is he going to meet the expense?
Slckness often comes very qulckly and money is
,sometlmes needed urgently. Is it not better to
have accumulated some in advance to meet this
emergency"

“He shoul@ be able to get away for a hohday
(\Vlth his wife and family, if any) every now and
then. ' How many people need a holiday but can-
not aﬁ'ord it? How many wives and children would
" be the bet’cer for a hohday" Thrift, through the

soclety, can go a long way towards providing
,hohdays. .

EDUCATION,

“What about the children’s educatlon" I have
come across so many cases of youths who have
started in their enducation and who have had to
stop because there was no more money available.
Should not that money have accumulated while the
child was small? I think .the child has the right

to claim from its parents the best education they
Is 1t not their duty to make provisions

can-give,-

You are for the |-

so-that when the money is required, it is available?

“As he grows up, a bicycle or a motorcycle,
or a small car may be a saving to him. Let him
think it out in advance. Barly preparations will

mean that he will not have to pay the higher prices’

charged when use is made of the hire purchase
system.

“Later still he may want a house of his own.
If he is to pay for it, he must make pmpalatmns
ahead.
and to support others besides those of his own im-
mediate family. He may be out of work. How
much easier it would -have been to weather the
recent storm if those who were retrenched had had
more forethought for the future. How much easier

would it have been to help the unfortunate if those

who were still in jobs had made provisions to give
help to those who, through no fault of their own,
were deprived of their livelihood. There are many
things to think about. Yeu can add several that
1 have omitted. . For example, I have said nothing
about the needs of old age. "“Don’t you think that

a brief discussion of these problems at the begin-

ning of a man’s membership would be of great help
to him? You who have been through the same ex-
perience and belong to the same race are the best
persons to give advice to the young man just
entering on his career.

ADVISORY COMMITTEES.

“It requires great tact, sympathy and under-
standing to give advice, but you can find persons,
who possess these qualities. . I leave it to yew, if-
you think the suggestion worth acting on, to devise
the best means of giving advice to the new mem-
ber and of helping him to frame a plan for his
future. You may prefer to act as a Union or as
individual societies. There are points in favour
of both. It is probable that advice of this sort
can best be given to a person by another member
of his own race. You may think of establishing
advisory committees for this purpose and of in-
sisting that all new members shall on admission
seek the advice of one of these committees. Such
committees will have to be carefully chosen from
your members, and if any of the officers of the
Co-operative Societies Department can be of assis-
tance, I am sure they will be glad to help.

June, 1937..

There will be calls on him for funerals
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Selangor Urban Co -operative Union,

NINTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING.

Before the report and audited accounts for
the year 1936 were adopted, Mr. M. W. Navarat-
nam, who presided, addressed the meeting and
said:— A .

“There is no variation in the number of mem-
bers. The smaller societies, as I mentioned at the
last half-yearly meeting, find it difficult to pay
the entrance fee of $25. Your Council has, there-
fore, gone into the matter and submit an amend-
ment reducing it to $5 which I trust you will
sympathetlcally consider,

RESERVE FUND.

“The questlon of reserve fund is still under
discussion. The Director of Co-operation is still
unrelenti:ng and adamant in his attitude and will
not agree to a reduction or waival of the contri-
bution notwithstanding the convincing arguments
put forward by certain societies. Speaking on
behalf of the Department.at the annual meeting
of the Selangor Government Servants’ Co-opera-
tive ‘Society in 1929 Mr. Gammans said: ‘As the
loans decrease your reserve fund will soon be re-
duced and then you can legitimately do so.” I
believe that loans in societies have now decreased
and it is hoped this will now be reconsidered.
Again at this meeting the President, the Hon’ble
Mr. Leonard, in winding up the discussion on the
subject said. ‘There is something to be said on
both sides. We must adopt a conservative policy.
The matter must be investigated as to what limit
might be placed on the reserve fund. We may

reduce it if we have reached safety.’ It is hoped,
therefore, ' that your inccming council will in-
vestigate the matter and make fmther representa-
tions.

“The audit of co-cperative socxety d,C(,Ollnt': is

now performed by private qualified auditors. If.

societies will unanimously support it should be
possible for the Union to .undertake the audit.
This again is a matter which may profitably be
gone into by your incoming council.

“MALAYAN CO-OPERATOR”.

“I would urge agian that societies give the
matter of The Malayan- Co-operator their serious
consideration, Without sufficient financial support
from co-operators and co-operative societies
throughout Malaya it would be very difficult to
continue the publication of the magazine.

“The magazine is now serving a very usefu)
purpose in that it spreads co-operative education,
and the columns of the magazine are open to all
for ventllatmg grievances, if any, or expressing
opinions on matters of interest to members. It
is capable of improvement and it can be made as
a real factor in moulding and dev eloping the move-
ment. Therefore, it is your duty to support the
magazine and I would earnestly request you to get
all members of your society enrolled as subscribers,
In this connection I must a'so state that the work
of producing the journal has become too much for
honorary workers and I suggest for your approval
the appomtment of a pald clerk.

CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION.

“It is commonly recognised that the weakness
of the Cc-operative Societies lies in the want of a
sound educational foundation, There should he
some definite provision by which the members would
be reminded of the basic principles and asked to
translate them into practlcal action as far as pos-
sible. This can be obtained by holding perlodlcalv
talks where prominent co-operators, bcth official
and unofficial, may be invited, to deliver discourses
on co-operative ideals and practice.

“The simplest form ‘of co-operation which would
commend itself to the minds of .any group of people

-is"-that of joining together for the purpose of

buying their requirements in bulk and sharnig
them among themselves. It is a matter for con-
gratulation that such Societies have been established
in Singapore, Seremban and cther centres and
considerable enthusiasm is shown by members, but
before anything like a wide spread of the move-
ment for purchase and sale can come into being
there must be intensive education of the people in
such matters as the benefit of cash purchase, .the
evils of forward buying, the relation of prices to
accurate weight and loyalty in the face of
inducement of the contrary. -

CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE.

“We hope that co-operators all over Malaya
will give their serious attention to this very -im-
portant aspect of co-operative activity. I sug-

gest that we appoint a committee to. investigate

and report on the possibilities of starting a Co-
operative Insurance Company. In Western coun-
tries, 1nsu1ance has been carrled on a co- operative
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basis, most of the insurance companies operating
" in Malaya are, however, capitalist concerns. A
few enterprising-shareholders subscribe the mneces-
sary capital and start a company and in course of
time do business on a large scale by getting many
persons to take policies in this company. The
policy holders get only a fraction of the profit.

- «Phere are certain companies called mutual
companies where the . distinction between policy
holder and share holder is avoided and all the
profit goes to the policy holders only. It is the
nearest approach to the co-operative idea] but even
liere the basic model is the capitalistic concern.

- *_ The mutual company registered under the Co-opera~

tive ‘Societies Enactment and run on a co-opera-
" tive basis would be just the thing required.

A CO-OPERATIVE HOME.

“In conclusion, I would place before you a pro-
posal with which you will agree. The co-opera-
tive moveme;_it'has made great head-way in Malaya,
but it is a matter for regret that it has no house

of its own.- I do not refer to departmental offices, I ;
' " Lirited. . -

but to & building where the votaries of co-operation

- may assemble dnd discuss and devise means for its

further extension and advancement, and where they
could house a library centaining books and- pe-
riodicals on the subject. The building -will -be-
syinbolic of an eléctric power-house from which the

object of our designs.

o By reorganisation, by better methods of produc-
. . tion we greatly increase the fruit of ijrkmen’s
labour; but let us not make the mistake of glevating

inékeased output to the position of beinggtl
Increased output will be

light of unity will penetrate into all households.

“Before I:sit down I would like, if you will
indulge me in this personal .note, to pay my personal
tribute to my colleagues in the Committee and to
thank them for ther support. We have our dif-
ferences of opinion and our rivalries, as must
always happen when men meet together and strive
earnestly for some ideal. Bui we have ‘had no
serious nor real differences and I would like to
thank my colleagues and at the same time to ask
them to excuse my shortcomings. ‘As you know,
work suddenly comes in; details sudden’y crop up;
or correspondence suddenly received has to be
answered quickly; there was unfortunateiy not
always time to refer to our constituent societics,
I had to take the responsibilities and later ask
them for coverning sanction. - The Societies have
been vrey genercus and I count it an honour to be

- associated with such colleagues.”

An amendment to certain by-laws was ap-
proved and it was agreed .upon that the name of
Midlands Urban Co-pperative”Union should be sub-
stituted for Selangor Urban Co-operative Union,

The following elections were made:—
President:—Mr. M. W, Navaratnam.

Vice-President:—Mr. J.M. Pakianathan. .
Hon. Auditors:—Mr. €.0. LaBrooy and Mr.
V. Seeniappah.

e first

the result of better relations between employers

and employed; but let us not impose upon workmen

any ' changes merely in order to get improved

results from greater exerfions. It is not merely

in the interest of the employers, but in the interest
" of the nation as a whole that this higher and bet-
~ ter spirit must develop.

‘Mr. J.R. CLYNES, M.P.
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:S;o.c;i ety Notes.

Head Quarters Ofﬁce

The number of members on the register on 1st
May, 1937 was 899. The following new members
were enrolled during the month:—
Mr. Leo Philip [Electrical Department, Kuala
Lumpur.

Mr. C. Ponniah, General Hospital,
Lumpur.

Mz. €. Somaskanthan, Ceptral Accountant’s
Office, Kuala Lumpur.

Kuala

Mr.
Lumpur.

Mrs. A. Kanagaratnam, clo Mr. S. Kanaga-
ratnam, M.B.S., Kuala Lumpur.

Mr. S. Ramalingam, No, 4 Ampang Street,
Kuala Lumpur.

Mr. P. Subramaniam, Hospital, Mentakab.

Mars. N. Arumugam, clo Mr.,
Surveys, Laiping.

Mes. V. Chinnadurai, cjo Mr. C. ‘Ghinnadurai,
{Leeasury, Kuala Kubu Bharu.

Mrs. S. Thambiah, clo Mr. P, Thambiah, P:W..

D., Kuala Lipis.

Mr. M Subramamam, Sanitary Board,
Seremban,

Mr. 8. Thamb}p}}lal, «General Hospital,
Seremban.

My, W. Nagalingam, St. 'Ives Estate, Rembau, -

N.S.
‘ We -offer «to -every -one vof ‘them @ -very ‘hearty
- welcome.

Twenty five resigned during the month far jthe .

followlng reasons.,—

Adjustment ., of loan with  Committee’s
perniission ) 9
‘Withdrawal with :Committee’s .permission ‘8
Expulsion for non-payment , of aubscrlp-

‘The total number on the register on -1st June,
1937 was 887. It is hoped that with the pro-
- paganda work that the Pathfinder is doing, Dis-
trict Committees will make a membership campaign
‘and increase the membership of the society. There
" ave 8till, dn .every district, .a number .of .eligible
 Jaffnese -who :belong to .no .seciety and .who.could
 be centolled iifsapproached..

" IWOANS: sEighteen .applications for loans for

A. Muthucumarasamy, R.R.I, Kuala |

-Chinnadurai

tion . . . e 6
Leaving -the country . o 2
26

issued for the following purposes:—

Number
of Purpose. Amaunt.
loans.
2 Old loans adJusted by new ,loans 400,00
5 Paying off debts. : 2,640.00
2 Redeeming jewellsry 4p7.00-
3 Marriage expenses and dowry 2,228.00:
2 Leave and passage expenses 1,000:00
8 Medical and confinement expenses 340.00
"2 Buying land and building houses 600.08
1 Eduecation . 480.60
4 Home remittance 1 0] 5.00
1 Miscellaneous 270.00
25 $9,480.09
MINIMUM SUBSCRIPTION, Attention was

drawn in the last issue of the Pathfirder to the
‘amendment to byslaw No. 14 regarding the rate-
of .minimum -subscription ‘payable by each member
which zeads .as follows:— '

“The Minimum .monthly subscription shall
be 10% of -the .monthly income .of :the member'
or :$10 whicheyer .is .the .greater. The €om-
mmittee .of Management -shajl thave power -to
vary this ainimum if .2 member .satisfies the
«Gommittee that ;payment .gf .such minimum il
.cause him shazdship®
he new .minimum zate will the .enforced im-

mediately in the case of all new memhezs. If
.exemption from the by-law is desired District Com-
mittees should investigate the request .and submit
their recommendations.

In the case of .existing .members ,it thas sbeen
decided that .after .the 1st August, 1937 1o .memher
will ;be granted a loan.or _,agqqpted -As surety ;o 4
loan unless he has complied -with the \provisions.
of -the by-law. In .erder to aveid delay in.dealing

‘with applications for loans, District :Gommittees .are

requested ;to see -that .these requirements .are com-

tal s (of 2875059]- were received .during :May,

937 and 25 sloans :for.a total ot $9;4801 were

‘lied Wlth hefore loan applications are forwarded
to this .effice.
Defaulting District Comniittee
Members:-
Attention of District Committees :is .invited .o -the
new by-law No. .75, regarding. defaultmg -Distriet .-

.Commlttee members, which reads as follows:—

“No member who .at the time is in. default
.0 -the .society, in.respect.of ;any loan or:loans
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taken by him, for such period as is prescrlbed

ceeding three months shall ke appomted to be
a member of any District Committee and any
member of the society who has been appointed
"to its committee shall cease to hold his ap-

.' society for a period of threc months”.
Members of District Committees are invited fo

enforcmg this by-law.

) DISTRICT COMMITTEES
Ipoh

During May, 1937 seven new members were
enrolted and, with two members coming on transfer
from other, districts, the total at the erid of the
month was 95. With the exception of one mem-
ber, whd is in default, all the others are regular
and willing  co- operators and form the healthy

the disease of the defaulting member as ‘tomorrow
brother’. If he does not pay his arrears it may
 necessary to expel him, after recovery of the
dues.. Mr. Thémbyayah, the Chairman was res-
ponsible for enrolling a large number of subscribers
to the Pathfinder. It is hoped that he and his
- Committee would continue the good work they are
doing in increasing the membership of the Society.
Mr. S. Vytlahngam, the Hon: ‘Secretary. is shortly
- going on leave to Ceylon and will be .succeeded by
‘Mr. A.V. Ponniah. We hope that’ the .new
- secretary will soon prove no less energetlc than his
predecessor

Teluk Anson,

The membership in this area has fallen from
24 in April to 19 in May, some of the members
having been expelled for being in arrears of their
subscriptions. The remaining 19 are regular in
their payments.
" bership now realise the benefits to be derived by
membership in the Society and are anxious to re-
join. Perhaps in our next report we may be able
to record an addition to the present strength of
the socmty

Kuala Lumpur :- ,
' . IMBI & PASAR ROADS AREA;

One new member was enrolled during May and
" one. remgned Three members came on transfer

‘month was T0.
‘consists of Messrs. B.T.S. Naysadorai (Chairman),

in its by-laws or in any case for a period ex-"

pointment as such, if he is n default to ‘the |

co-operate with the Committee of Management in.

limbs of co-operation. The officers responsible for.
the collection of the society’s dues have diagnosed

result.

Some of those who ceased mem- i

] One member resigned

The number at the end of the
The present District Committee

from other areas.

K. Chelliah, 8. Sinnathamber, M. Rasiah, V.
Sathurusingam, S. Nagalingam, ‘S. Arulamapalam
and A. Kandiah (Hon: Secretary)

BUKIT BINTANG ROAD AREA.

One Committee meeting was held during the
month. One new member was enrolled and - two
members came on transfer to this -area. There
are 48 members on the register, of whom 18 are
female members. :

¥
BRICKFIELDS ROAD AREA.

The Committee met three times during the
month of May. Attendances at these meetings were

" quite satisfactory. 'Two members went on transfer

to other - area, whilst four new members were
enrolled. The iotal strengthewas 88 at the end of
the month. The Committee has .done some pro-
paganda work and it is anticipated that some ap-
plications for membership will be made as a

T

SUNGEI BESI ROAD AREA.

The. membership remained at 27. The Com-
mittee met two times during the month. Enrol-
ment of new members was discussed and it was
resolved that each member of the Committee should
endeavour to enrol a new member every month.

Klang,

During the month the Committee met once.
Two members resigned and the number remaining
at the end of the month was 36. In the mnext re-
port it is hoped to announce an -addition to the
membership of the district.  Subscriptions and
loan instalments are comjng regularly and
promptly. The District Committee is gratified that
the Pathfinder has awakened the consciousness of
a section of our community and they are gradually
feeling the advantage of closer co-operation - and
understanding. :

Kuala Selangor.

The Committee met once during the month.
and another went on
transfer, to Kuala Lumpur.. The stréngth on. 31st
May, 1937 was 25. Four of our members are em-
ployed in estates and it is gratifying to mnote that-
they: are very regular in their payments.
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Seremban.

The new District Committee held its first
meeting on May 5, at the residence of the Chairman,
Mr. S.8. Chelvanayagam. All the members were
bresent. Two new members were enrolled and one -
resignation was accepted. The total at the end
of the month was 65. The Committee appeal to-

the members residing in Negri Sembilan to pay |

up their subscriptions promptly. It is hoped that
members will co-operate, thus reducing the work
of the honorary officers.

Kuaia Lipis.
Four new members were enrolled and three
members resigned, léaving the total at 62, of whom

12 are female members, The payment of dues is
regular and the Committee is indebted to those who

Y

assist in the matter of collections. Members who
have taken loans, are reminded of the pledge they
gave at the time of. raising their loans.  More
loyalty and co-operation are expected from the
borrowers and more propaganda seems necessary.

Kuantan,

One Committee meeting was held last month.
One lady member, Mrs. S. Thurairajasingam,
joined the Society. There are at present 34 mem-
bers out of which 8 are lady members. Increase
of membership is receiving the attention of the
Committee and it is hoped that more members will
be enrolled before long. The District Committee
is taking steps to persuade members to increase
their minimum to comply with the recent amend-
ment.

(OF

WEAR

P. D). S. SATIN DRILL
SUITS e
CEYLON FAME) %

FOR | |

SMART APPEARANCE AND
SERVICE.
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- PER- SUIT,

67-69, Java Street,

C.J. DOSHI & CO,,
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Youths & Their Future.

" ADDRESS GIVEN BY MR. K. ALVAPLLAI B.A. (Hons.) C.C.S. under the auspices
of the Jaffnese Youths League, Kuala Lumpur, on the 8th December, 1936, at 5 p.m.
at the Premises of the J.C.S. Ltd., Kuala Lumpur.

(Continued from the

w T ds mot my intention to discuss .capitalism on
]ﬂzhis occasion, but I consider it essential that
every young aman should know something of
the urgent problems of the -day, so :that he may
be -in :a spesition. to think -out for himself. how
modern :wconditions have been :brought about.. -You
‘hzve heard .of millionaires :and their pleasure
cruises in their wachts, -of ruling princes. going
round the world on special charter parties,. of .a
" Lord Nuffield, who is able, to donate £2,000,000 to
his employees, and to come nearer--home, of: Lig
Towkays owning many motor cars. We have been
wont to look upon this class of persons with re-
yerence and think that they must be men of supe-
Yior talents, whereas more often than not they pos-
sess. no more ingenuity or skill than you and I
. have, and nobody could say that any of them have
done or are able to do a thousandth part of the
.service done to the world by a Newton or a Méi‘coni.
‘©n ‘he dther thand you thave also theard -of

=+ #housands of men and women in certain countries

+dying of semi-starvation. I do not suppose you
thave any -such in this country. But in some of

4he western courtries :and :in India it is not.anun- :
aommon fact. ‘In “Ceylon -we lost -a 100,000 lives
dluring the recent malaria epidemic, ‘but it was:
said that the people died more of semi-starvation -
| not .only .the philesephy hut also the practical side

#than malaria. Well gentlemen, :thexe you find these
Mpposing facts.
and a poor, under-fed majority in almost every
gommunity.

We, orientdls, seldom worried about this fact.
But in the west when the countries became highly
industrialised and consequently capitalised, and:the
population grew rapidly the difference become very
marked and it set the thinkers of the day thinking.
W “German economist, Karl Marks, the father of
-Eocialism, argued that originally there was no
sapital or mno .division .of .capital .and .labour, and
the organisers of labour amassed the capital by
under-paying labour and taking for themselves an
-undue share of the profits of labour,
known as the theory of ‘surplus value’.

‘Socialistic ideas had begun to spread in the
industrialised ccountries- of . the. west--even . prior. to.
the emergence of :Karl Marks, but it is Karl Marks
who gave socialisin a scientific basis.

We have an over-rich minority

This is now -

- Marks
§tarted orgamsmg ‘the wotkers in every country,‘

7’

Previous 1ssue).

and trade unions .are a powerful factor in the
economic structure of most countries . -today.
Socialism began to spread gradually .and against
odds. I need not make an apology for speaking
a few words on socialism, for it is a movement and

a philosophy of life that should interest the youth

all the world over, for it is certain to loom large
in the future.
its .enemy -capitalism, and though it has snatched
a minor victory or two here and there it has had
many set-backs. It is a triumph for youth and
leadership that socialism has been able to achieve
what it has achieved in the way of improved con-
ditions of labour, recognition of labouxs® rights

- and socialist governments in certain countries with-

in the space of 50 years. But the responsibility
of the youth of the world for the future is even
still greater, and in certain countries we see already
before our eyes that the youth have hlundered

-and have been miisled.

Socialisrn has received a great set-back from
its new enemy Facism of which I propose to tell
you a little later, Socialism, proposes to do away
-with the existing inegualities, and states that
poverty and unemployment cannot exist in the new
-order -of saciety based on it. It is important that
‘the -young men of today should try to understani

of it. It aims at the state control of the means
-of production and distribution and the pooling of
the energy and rescurces of a nation for the com-
mon ‘good. It seeks to thring :about an equitable
distribution of wealth, These purposes of socialism,
though they may appear. laudable in an academic
discussion, do not please many of us.

Most of us will readily vote for State control
of -a]l profit bearing concerns :(by most of us, I
mean those who belong to the middle class with
-moderate .and fair -incomes) ; -for -even :today -many
a good number of a nation’s services have been
socialised -or nationalised (as they call it)—ser-
wvices such.as the post office, railways and the
fighting services. But when it comes to a- ques-

tion of equalising of incomes we- demur, and that
.is because .we ‘have’ been :s0 hrought ap sand minds
so tramed that we accept our exxstmg" capitalist
institutions and methods .of distributing . mqome 1
naﬂurab, just as we regard the weather. We

f

It has had a long struggle with ,

IS

L R

bod

the
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argue. Why should I who am doing a very res-
vonsible job and who has been educated at great
expense for doing-it, be paid just the same as a
manual  labourer?

, Weli, gentlemen, socialism does not aim at
exact equality of income but towards a more
equitable distribution of wealth, and whether we
like it or not it is going to come as the decadence
of capitalism has begun. Much of course depends
on the future generations. It often happens that
when the struggle between capitalism and labour
becomes very acute the young men of a country,
if they had been ill-brought and ill-disciplined, are
- B side-tracked in accepting some other system in-

vented by some opportunist or power-hunter or a
greup of such persons. That is what hus happened
in Italy and Germany where a new enemy of
socialism has sprung up, and this is facism.

It is difficult to understand or define what
facism is, but I want to direct your particular- at-
tention to it for it provides a very striking ex-
ample of mis-guided youth and ‘wrong leadership.
To give you an idea what it is like I quote what
Pandit Nehru says about facis;:, “Whenever the
workers become powerful and actually threaten the
capitalist state, the capitalist class tries to save
itself. If the owning and the ruling class cannot
put down the workers in the ordniary democratic
way by using the police and the army, then it
adopts the facist method. This consists in creating
a popular mass movement, with some slogans which
appeal to the crowd meant for the protection of
the owning capitalist class. The back-bone of this
movement comes from the lower middle class most
of them suffering from unemployment and many
of the politically backward and unorganised work-
ers and peasants are attracted to it by the
slogans and hopes of bettering their position’
Such a movement is financially helped by the
capitalist class as they hope to profit by it, and
although it makes violence a creed and daily
practice, the capitalist government of the country
tolerates it because it fights the common enemy—
socialist labour”.

" Fascism has no belief in democracy or any
form of it. The masses should follow their leader,
who alone will direct the policy of the nation.
Fas¢ism is not based on any economic principles,
and it was on the ignorance of the Ttalian masses
that ‘Mussolini traded. It is the same story with
Germany and Hitler. However it is a very
creditable achievement for these two rulers to have
so completely unified their respective countries
-although the methods' they ‘adopted- left much to
be desired. In spite of such leadership and the
vast, advance made by Italy and Germany in

material strength I am still not sure whether
people of these countries have made the correct
choice of leaders. A decade or two or even a century
is only a small period in the history of nations, and
a few successes here and there are too insufficient
to judge of the enduring character of a movement;
But always remember that if any movement
were to succeed it must.not only have the support
of the enlightened youth of the country but also
have certain fixed principles. So you see how the
youth of a nation can be misled by opportunists
trading on their ignorance and inexperience. That
is one of the pitfalls against which the younger
generation should protect itself. If you want to
zedlously guard- your rights and the rights of
your country you should make no mistake about
choosing the proper leaders—men who understand
‘your needs correctly and who are prepared to rise
abeve self-interest and to plead your cause with
all vigour and vehemence, _ S
Well, gentlemen, I am afraid I have digressed
far and wide. I believe I started with conser-
vatism, then got on to capitalism and socialism
winding up with fascism, and at last was able to
draw one moral for you, i.e., a moral about leader-
ship. You will perhaps think that all this is a
mass of irrelevance, but it appears to me that at
least a superficial knowledge of the  different
political and economic systems in vogue is neces-
sary to understand the behaviour of mankind inj

‘different parts of the globe.

In Germany, and Italy today the younger
generation are taught to believe in and -glorify
violence and war, to follow their leaders blindly’
and. to be prepared to sacrifice everything for the
State. In India the young men are taught the
sacred creed of non-violence.  Similarly if you
examine happenings in other countries you will
find different ideals and aspirations getting hold
of the imagination of the youth of each country.

I would once again emphaize this question of
correct leadership for a country’s future may be
made or marred according as we have or have not
the correct type of leaders—leaders who possess
courage, imagination and a fearless devotion to
duty according as we do or do mot pay sufficient
attention to, not oniy the training of our young
mind but also to the moulding of the charaster of
youth, '

The next thing that should deserve our at-
tention is teaching our youth a proper sense of
values, Our slavery to conventionalismi is due to
a lack of a proper sense of values. We ought to
léarn to discriminate what is good for us from
what is not good fo.l"us—pal‘ticularly at this time
of our history when it is difficult to’ precast the
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future.. We, of the East, are too prone to imitate—
probably due to the inferiority complex from which
we have been suffering from all these years.
We lose ourselves in our admiration of everything
that comes from the West and copy blindly and
even change our modes and standards of living.
Therefore it is important that the youths

should have a proper understanding of the sense
of values, discipline - themselves to follow their
leaders, be not swayed by impulses and be Self
controlled in all their actions. Youths "of today
are the leaders of tomrorrow and the proper train-
ing of the youth is a matter of importance to
every community.

Youths And Unemployment

VERY large number of our young men are
scattered here and there in search of jobs:
By tradition and by training, they are fitted

only- o wield a pen rather than a plough or a |

hammer. The love of the former was inculcated
in them ever since the advent of Missionaries from
the West, who came to our shores to save our souls
—s0 they said—through imparting general educa-
tion both in English and Tamil. Their advent to
a land where all the trousered jobs were in the
‘hands of Burghers, including Tamil Interpreters
and Notaries Public, was hailed with joy. Then,
the English educated youths were sought after.
_ Requisitions. for their services came in large num-
bers even from British Malaya, and continued till
a decade or so ago. Indents for our services,
especially ‘as teachers, came from the neighbouring
continent of India itself. In the race of life,
materialism ousted spiritualism, and the deputa-
tion that came from America closed the premier
aéademy, the Batticallo Seminary, which supplied
the first graduates of the Madras- University; and
the present Jaffna College rose like the Phoenix
out of the ashes of the Seminary. This institution
produced a very large number of young men who
emigrated to British Malaya for several decades,
that almost all the employees in Government offices’
and outside during such periods, could be presumed

to have come out of the schools in Jaffna. Such,

favourable conditions for securing jobs to those
hailing from a corner of the British Commonwealth
do not endure for ever; indeed they could not be
expected to be so.

Other parts of the Empire woke up fo. the
opportunities in the golden Chersonese, and now
the. indigenous.. population. too. Naturally, the
venues of employment for us gradually shrank.
The present predicament was caused by our neglect

to study the: ever changing conditions of life and

act accordingly. We have now no agency amongst
us whose concern is to watch over our affairs.
~ The system of education in vogue here is con-
demned as unsuitable to ouf boys and girls, “and
yet no individuals or organisations have offered
themselves so far to bring about an agreement be-
tween the teachers and the parents on this matter.
Manifestly this is the duty of the State. But,
would it act promptly and efficiently and chalk out
the necessary reforms in this direction? Rising
in his place in the State Council, the Minister of
Agriculture had to own that there was no expert
in Ceylon to teach the raiyats how to grow paddy
(food crop) or tobacco (meney crop). This is
really sufficiently provocative an admission as to
make Parakrama Bahu angry in his grave, whose
re-incarnation the present Agricultural Minister is.
supposed to be!
~ The folly of putting all one’s eggs into one
basket applies equally to how we are educated at

- present. Therefore, the solution of the problem of

unemployment lies, as I believe it, in apprenticing
our boys and girls to the various trades, parti-
cularly to agriculture and stock-breeding, after a
fairly comprehensive general education.

This question brooks of no delay. To allow
our youths to go about jobless, dinnerless not only
undermines their health but their morale as well.

I therefore earnestly appeal to my countrymen
here and abroad to pause and think if the time has
not yet arrived to put the wheels of progress again
on the road: they are now embedded in the quag-

mire.

S, KANAPATHIPPILLAL

“The Camp”, Karainagar.

~!

March 20th, 1937.
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How To Succeed In A Business Career?

P

HIS is specially written for those who wish

to rise above their present employment, but

also contains advice for the day when
you have attained your life’s ambition. This
not only guides you on the road, but gives friendly
counsel for the time when you have reached your
destination, It is useless directing a person on a
journey unless he knows what is to be done at the
journey’s end. You must look ahead, and whether
you are arriving or have arrived, there is always
room for improvement. There is room at the top
of the ladder, certainly. There is room on every
rung, but no one with a spark of ambition wishes
to remain at the bottom. _
~ Many men fail because they do not take their
courage in both hands and strike out at once. They
keep putting off the?decision year after year, sink-
ing more deeply into the rut, till there comes a
day when they can’t break away from their par-
ticular job; they have left it till too late. Make
a start while you are young. Lay down the “red
carpet” in your youth; if you wait till you are

past thirty circumstances may be too strong for

you. “Procrastination is the thief of time”. It
is & deplorable thing when a talented man is
swamped beneath a surrounding mass of difficul-
ties. There -are some people who would be swamp-
ed by opportunity. But we are not dealing with
individuals of that calibre. It is to be taken for
granted that every reader of this is more or less
fitted for the competition of life. The man who
is unfitted for the competitive side of life cannot
succeed in busiress.

A well known proverb runs: “It is never too
late to mend”. There are instances of men who
in their forties have established a business and
made a success of it; but they arc the exceptions.
In any case, they cannot live long to benefit from
the fruits of their labour. However, to encourage
those who are getting on towards the middie age,
a living example can.be quoted of a man who was
well in his advanced age, who gave up his employ-
ment and assured security of a handsome pension
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on retirement, in order to take up a legal career
‘on his own account. Evidently he ‘had the nerve
to stand or fall by his venture; he was not afraid,
he had confidence in himself, and the result was
he won through. Today he is a reputed lawyer
whose counsel and guidance is sought after in

_business staff.

almost all the important civil eases, nay even
criminal ones. That man, instead of being a wage
slave, thinks in terms of thousands instead of tens
or hundreds, owns vast property and a large circle
of friends; in short, has entirely altergd the tone
of his life, through foresight, energy, and initiative.

There is the instance of another gentleman who
has built up a very lucrative business of his own
through sheer force of perseverance and persis‘tenéé,:
though oft he met with loss and failure. at -the
initial stages. Recently he was able to float his
business into a limited liability concern with a
nominal Capital of two million dollars divided into

“ shares of which he owns more than a -sixth. - He

is neither nervous of the idea of giving higher
education to his sons, nor worried of finding of ven-
ues of employment for them; they are either part-
ners in his husiness - or they are absorbed in his

Industry calls those who will obey!” ~ There’
was a young man who was not gifted even \?rith:—
an elementary education in English. He " started
life as a paid servant who happened to be exploited’
for a very low wage. He became a driver. "He
owned cars and buses. He quickly rose to hold
the monopoly of the traffic in the quarter where
he set up his business. His business is thriving
daily. He developes in his own line and today his
bank balance has steadily risen up well over four
figures. . ' ' o
If you set up for yourself, every strain you’
make reflects itself in your own business concern.
There is pleasure in working to such an end, and
as a wise man once said, “Man was made to work”."
But if you are working for yourself there is a
spice of ginger in it. All men must set up for

themseives.
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Education Of Girls

DUCATION is of vital importance to human-
E ity.- There is mno necessity - to explain its
utility. Without education a human being
would .&till be a savage. By means of it humanity
has acquired great knowledge of this wonderful
universe  and has been able to harness nature to
man's needs. It is education that trains the minds
of human beings to carry on the affairs of their
homes -and country systematically. Civilisation is
the advanced stage of social development brought
about by the medium of education.

Today discoveries have united humanity to-
gether and it is not possible for any nation to live
in isolation. As members of society, we constitute
community and naticn. It is our duty to see how
best we can contribute to the well-being of this
society. The crying needs of our country to-day
are social and economic reforms. The burden of

" gocial services, lies heavily at the moment, on the
shoulders of a few selfless workers, women being

~ prominent by their absence in such work. It is
time that women took a share in this When
women have thus begun to play their part social
structure would have a more solid foundation.

How is this to be done when there exist factors
which are prejudicial to the interests of female
education? Female education has ' been looked
upon with distrust, and is regarded as a sort of
Juxury that may be dispensed with. Many bring
‘up their girls as if they were meant for sideboard

~ ornaments and then complain of their frivolity.
Give girls the same advantages that you give boys;
appeal to the grand instincts of virtues in them;
teach them also that courage and truth are the
pillars of their very being. Let the public be
educated to view female education with recognition
of these aims. Let girls and boys have an equal
chance. ! '

All such knowledge and training as will enable
the girls to understand and aid the work of men
shoud be given to them. Their minds should be
moulded and developed with sufficient elasticity for
harmony in family life. “It is of no moment as
a matter of pride of perfection-in itself, whether
she knows many languages or one, but it is of 'the
utmost importance that she should be able to
show kindness to a stranger and to understand
the sweetness of a stranger’s tongues It is of no
moment to her own worth or dignity that she should
be acquainted,with this. scieuce or that: but it is
of the highest {importance that she should be
trained in habits of accurate thought; that

work.

she ghould understand the meaning, the

O—

inevitableness and the loveliness of natural
laws. It is of little consequence how many posi-’
tions of cities she knows, or how many dates of
events, or how many names of celebrated persons.
It is not the object to turn her into. an encyclo-
paedia but it is deeply necessary that she should
be taught to enter with her whole personality into
the history she reads, to picture the passages of
it vitally in her own imagination, to apprehend
with her fine instinets the pathetic circumstances
and dramatic relation which the historian too often
eclipses by his reasoning and disconnects by his
arguments. As girls get married they ought.to be
trained not only to read books but also in the art
of home-making. Most girls, after leaving school,
fail to devote some of their leisure hours to sbme
kind of study or other. This is one of the reasons
why some parents think tha girls derive very
little benefit from education. We should try our
Dest to widen our knowledge. It is not the educa-
tion we receive in school which helps us in life,
but it is the way in which we make use of that
education. Girls should not only receive education
of an academic or literary character, but they
should also receive some lessons in cooking, domes-
tic economy, needlework and the like.  Bertrand
Russel’s view that some part of the female educa-
tion. should be of a training for motherhood, is
sighificant. It is no use formulating a programme
of education fitted for girls unless it ‘can be put
into practice. For this we require united action.
There may be few to give the lead but nothing can
be done without co-operation.

With the right kind of education women can
prove themselves better companions to their hus-
bands. At present, most women are neither

_capable of conversing intelligently on anything or
understand their problems in life. The primary
aim of education goes far deeper than the super-’
ficial way it is looked upon by many. Who will
deny that education to women who are mothers,
to women who are wives and home-keepers, and
to women-earners out in the open world, - whose
service and ability are exchanged for livelihood,’
‘will not produce beneficial resutls? The proper
training of children is a sacred task entrusted to
women. Who becomes worthy citizens? They are
the little ones whose young hearts have been in-
stilled with love of country, humanity, and hatred
_of wrong,, by their educated mothers. Unless
- women who are responsible for the welfare of the
country are educated, how: can they train their sons
and daughters to take their proper places in life.
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No doubt, we should be proud, and we are
indeed proud, of some women who take a leading
part in the affairs towards the well-being of their
country. We should learn a lesson from them that
great things are never achieved except by the
rejection of egoism and constant sacrifice of self
towards the common progress of humanity.
Education has made us . realise that it is now
time for us to rise above the ordinary level of con-
ventionalism. '

However, we have to fight against heavy odds.
Ignorance, pcverty, social and religious antago-

nisms and other causes prove a serious stumbling-
block to all progressive movements of a country.
It is high time that indefatigable efforts should be
put forth to overcome our difficulties, Let us brace
up and get ready for the important change that is
now coming and sound a note of hope like Shelly's.

’

“Oh Wind!
If winter comes, can Spring be far behind?’

“MISS PAHANG.”

[

The Art Of Staying At Home

b}

(X TAY-AT-HOME” is a term commonly used
for the person who has tc stay at home. It
conjures up untidy visions of the aged and

infirm, the shut-ins, the umsociables. Yet there is
an art to staying at home. And a good many of
us, tired of almless visiting, too much bridge, and
strentious journeys to nowhere in particular, would
like to practice it. We should like to stay at home
with a greater sense of fitness and fun.

..The kind of home you have, its size or its
magnificence, iz of slight importance. You don't
need a vaulted temple for gracious,living. Nor
are there any hard and fast rules. Some find that
ceremony helps—customs that lend dignjty and im-
portance to routine. I remember once running out
of gas in ths Ccnnecticut hills and finding a retired
broker all alone at table, wearing a dinner coaf.
It was a habit, and he said it seemed to male
things Tacre important. One young couple read
aloud to each other. A family I often visit plays
fine phcnograph records after dinner several even-
ings a week. Another couple find great amuse-
ment in reading the dictionary.

Practices of this sort, however, are auxiliaries
at best. It is much more essential to understand,
first of all, that a man’s house is his caste, a
refuge where he can do as he pleases. Obviously
the first great step in mastering the art of staying
at home is to build up fortifications which make

“home a plade of privacy and’ luxurious solituds.

The best thing is to have a schedule of privacy
as rigid as your social ealendar and stick with it
at all costs. It is not stretching the truth too far,

CONDENSED FROM SOUTHWEST REVIEW
CHARLES W, FERGUSON.:

when . someone calls up and asks if you are doing

anything that evening, to say thai you are—cven
if you intend only to read that book you’ve put off

six months. And it canh be gently: suggested to

friends that on certain nights you are simply not

at home to anyone but yourself. Nights in arc

just as important as nights out: indeed, the former

add endless zest to the latter. :

Yet so few of us will pull up the drawbridge
at sunset! We are like the woman Arnold Bennett
sﬁeaks of —alive only in publi¢c. Our days and our
nights are spent in being in publie, or in prepar-
ing to be in public, or in recovering - from the
effects of being in public. Thoreau points out in
ons of his lightning flashes that “society is com-
monly too cheap. We meet at very short intervals,
not having had time to acquire any new value for
each other. We meet at meals three times a day
and give each other a new taste of that old musty
cheese that we are. We have had tn agree on a
certain set of rules, called etiquette and politeness.
to make this frequent meeting tolerable. We live |
thick and stumble over one another.”

Once you have the idea of the home as a
refuge, the change wrought in your activities is
automatic. Then comes qu'te naturally the will to
be yourself. You hegin to learn the pleasurcs cf
voltntery ccnfinercnt, ¢ taking the veil in the
quietness of your own house. There i nothine

anti-social -about this-attitude,~ “Our first:duty-to- -

society,” the Ablkc Dimnet says “is to he o some-
body—that is to say, be ourselves; and we can
only be ourselves if we are often encugh by our-

selves.”
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The first concrete thing likely to result from
staying at home is the discovery that - you - are

deing something- you've always. wanted to do. One_ |

couple have spent the past few months making a
private guidebook for a trip they plan one day
to take through Europe. Another couple have been
spending their evenings classifying the negatives of
hundreds of pictures taken in days when they
roamed freely. There is something you want to
do; but youfll never do it until you learn to stay
at home. You've always wanted to learn French.
Or you like geography. Or you think you can
write or draw or do something with sculpture, or
make furniture.

But to be constantly puttering about the house
is still not the kind of solitude of which I am
speaking. It would seem to most of wus old-
faghioned and queer if we set aside a deflnite

period of the day in which to meditate. Yet, '

while “thinking can be dull, it also can be a
glorious and exciting adventure,” to quote the late

. Justice Holmes, past master of the art of staying
at home.

The first experiments in thinking creatively
will prebably result in disheartening failure. “That
~ hrain of yours will be hopping all over the place,”
~ Arnold Bennet wrote, “and every time it hops you
. must bring it back by force to its original posi-
tion. The mind can be conquered only by never
leaving it idle, undirected, master-less, to play at
random like a child in the streets after dark.”

- It might help us to realize that thinking, after
all, is only a process of talking to oneself—
intelligently. When you learn to talk to yourself
coherently, you will, if you persevere, discover a
lively pastime. You will be foreed to talk to your-
self about something important. The reason con-

versatior¥ is at such a low ebb just now is that we - . s e
J - wisdomn and distinetion.

do not know how to talk to ourselves.

Seated alone in your rooin, you begin to talk

to yourself. You have innumerable vague notions

about war, for instance, but you perhaps have

never held a conversation with yourself about it,
Try it. You must be exact—marshaling your
notions, reconnoitering the subject, pitting conten-
tions against each other. By the end of the
eveing you will be weary, but you will be better
able to talk to others the next day.

Solitude is not always a matter of being grim-
ly edifying. Much has been said in favour of
purposive reading—reading with some lofty aim—
but there is also reading. for fun. It might be
well if for a while we allayed our itch for culture
and came to realize that there is real sport in the
contacts of the mind with new ideas, in the re-

b partee of great authors, in the free play of our

minds with books and essays. Reading for fun by
no means implies that the reading matter be
frothy, I can imagine that some folks would
enjoy reading philosophy for fun. Others could
take history, others science. but in any case they
would not read out of any compulsion of conven-
tion,

It is a struggle to learn any art, much more
of a struggle to master it. It cannot be done in
ten essay lessons. But you must admit this art of
staying at home is important enough -to be worth
trying. Its cultivation would help solidify family
life, stabilize our thinking, tone us up generally,
and develop self-sufficiency and serenity. What is
required most of all is the realization that tha
gadabouts are missing something, that the: satisfac-
tion of a flea are greatly exaggerated. He is a'
happy man who has simplified his tastes to the
point where a good book and a fire and a quite
evening are for him not a chore or a sign of in-
creasing age, but a preference and a badge of

(=)

The problem of demoaacy will be solved only
when and Where the masses shall have obtained,
perhaps, by long and bitter experience “thc capa»- ,

city to recognise capac1ty,”
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Don't Be'A Lawyer:

HN

The following article contributed to an. American Journal by o practising: attorney
m an American State should interest paren ts who contemplate gwing their children o

legal education {Editor, Pathfinder. )

of 100,000. For 15 years I have worked.
deligently, after investing substantial capital
in an education. Last vear I cleared $40 a week.

H AM a practicing attorney in an Eastern eity

Many lawyers in my town to-day would consider’

tals a munificent wage. There are more than 500
attorneys hereabouts, the great majority havinz
come into the field since I did. Yet only a dozen
local lawyetrs make money—those who control 99
per cent of the sound, sclvent business. The ten
per cent of legal work remaining must be divided
ameng the other 490, :

The competition, is terrific. Under prevailing.
conditions, legal ability is no longer a pre-requisite
to success. Tha lawyer without connection is o
business-getter, or he rots in his office. Wiles ha £
so boldly supplanted ethies that we have had in
recent swift succession a receivership scandal, an
ambulance-chasing scandal, and g jury-fixing
scandal. The integrity of the profession is con-
stantly impunged in the press, and all lawyers arc
under a cloud.

It is only the dearth of other employement
that keeps the counselors in my town from deserting
in droves. Many barely earn their kecp, or are
assisicd by parents in-laws or wives.  They no
longer expect a steady income from law, but live
only in the hope of steady job cr a political sine-
cure. Recently a prominent young attorney quit
the profession to become a shce salesman. Others
have gone, into insurance, book—selling, and store-
keeping. One is now the happy - proprietor of a
fruit stand. ‘ ' ‘

My own experience will emphasize the great
change which has come over the profession in a
few years. Young men preparing for the bar,

in my day, were regarded with envy and respect. °

The law was a learned and profitable calling. In
breparation for a legal career, I attended college,
althougn it is not. required in :ny stite, an.| spent
three years in intensive study at a reconised law
school. I faced the future eagerly and -unafraid.,
At the end of the first year I hoasted a bank
~ account of §500, besides having -made a-comfortable
- living. Teday, at the end of my fifteenth year,

,"‘I bearly earn’ a-.clerk’s ‘wage, and often have to
- Wwork nights and Sundays to do tha.
I helicve

that the harassments which have

’,

made the practice of law so dismal today gdre dus
principally to overcrowding. My state did not con-
tain a single law school ten years ago; now there
are three boorainyg onas, Huge mornivg, afterr.oon
and evening classes accommodate everybody. In
ten years, the number taking bar exminations has
increased by 348 per cent. Cheating and copying are
commonplace, and some candidates manage to pro-
cure exmination papers in advance. Recently,
questions were peddled at $50 per set.

As a result of such_methqu, the legal pro-
festion is crowded with ne’er-do-well_s from all
walks of life, without moral or cducational back-
ground or scruples, who keep the town in a veri-
table forment of litigation. No pcrson can o
nuch as stumble without an attorney counselling
suit. Cases are played up for all they are worth,
without regard for right or wreng. It is commen
to sue for $10,000 and settle for a nuisanpe value
of $200. On the other hand, many meritorious claims
are sacrificed to expediency. If I refuse to be
bullied into accepting an unfair settlement of a
case, I am quite likely to receive the threat to “tis
the thing up indefinitely,” or “make things hot for
my clienlt.” : :

Betrayals of trust between lawyers themselves
are 'dist!ressing]y common; even small courtesies,
once so graciously extended, have vanished. I dare
not trust some of my colleagues to adjoun%{;a case
in which I 'am (interested, for fear they will enter
judgment against my client in my absence. The
variety of such duplicities has so aroused the
courts that they now require all arrangements
between attorneys to be in writing and recorded.

Hopelessness has sunk deep into my profession,
but most pessimistic of all are the newcomers. If
I were a young attorney beginning the practice of
law in my  community to-day, I should be at my
wit’s end to earn a dollar, unless I were resolved
upon wholesale disregard for ethics. The sharps-
ter has a way ‘of coming out on top nowadays, and
survival /has come to be most certain for those
lawyers who are willing to meet vicious ccmpetition
with sti]l more vicious pract'ces. It is a cond *ion.

fraught with serious. consequences for the public as- .-

well as for the ethical practitioner in law.
It is virtually impossible to procure negligence
cases to-day without runners; and yet such busi-




% ¢ [ THE PATHFINDER. June, 1931,

ness represents almost the sole remaining oppor- contempt, and any attempt to impress a legal dis-
tunity to earn large fees. But by the time an in- | tinction is a martyr’s undertaking. Most starting
_jured-person is placed in a hospital bed, shysters | of all, however, is the knowledge that these.-same
and their agents are in active pursuit. They | judges are filling volumes of law reports with
cajole and bribe their way to the bedside, where | interpretations.

they display newspaper stories of sizable verdicts I am amused when newspaper editors refer
and photostatic copies of checks for large amounts. | to bar associations loftily, while attacking lawyers
They bid against each other for the case, and will | in general. Bar associations are not things apart,
even offer to support dependents, or advance | they are merely lawyers in the conglomerate. I
medical expenses. One enterprising newcomer dis- | wonder what laymen would say if they could wit-

patches this telegram:— ness the wrangling, and hear the petty, selflsh
“Have lined up three witnesses who saw | proposals that are advanced. Hours are spent in
accident. reviling ‘outsiders who are stealing our business’,
Have affidavits from each. Not your fault. | rather than exposing those practices which have

Retain me,and $20,000 assured”. ~brought the profession into disrepute.
A singular result of the success of ambulance Several months ago the state bar had a bill

chasers has been to make the competent practi- | pending before the legislature which would have

tioner a sort of trial counsel for shysters, at so | prohibited anyone but attorneys from drawing

- much per day. documents or giving legal advice. During the

The same unhealthy condition exists in the | acrimonious delate,.one senator thundered:: “What's

field of criminal law. Steerers and fixers infest | my profession coming to, anyagay, when it has to

the courts and the jail, and divert work to their | run for protection like any .common business? I

retainers. As for the judiciary, it too is at low | don’t need any law to help me. When there is

standards. In my state the gentlemanly ‘and | nothing doing in my office, I go home and hop-
schblariy jurist of the past is being replaced by a | potatoes.”

“type of ‘men who is neither, and whose appointment Sound advice, I believe. Decent youngsters
is dictated solely by politics. Even we lawyers are would be better off these days if they raised
compelled to rub our eyes at some of the appointees. | potatoes instead of practicing law. There is little "
Many judges lack an educational background; they | money in either, but at least from potatocs you o
may be inexperienced or stupid. The trial of | derive some satisfaction, and retain your self- 1
numerous cases is an unwholesome mockery, for | respect.. - - ‘ : : f¢
certain jurists hold scholarship and research in - £
) - ar
' 0 dr
- “on
tis
A : So
The strongest argument for immcrtality is. the - flu
unguenchable conviction thai in the mind of God :
values are real and indestruciible facts. Whatever ple
has value in God’s sight is safe for evermore. of:
Time and change cannot touch it. And so far as str
we can make our owa those things which we know
to be precious in His sight, we have the assurance we
that for us, too, death has no impcrtance -~ave as &Ov
an entrance into znother state in which those same the

treasures will be ours, purer and more unalloyed.

THE VEN. DEAN INGE, DD. .
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Power Of Love

0
U

(BY MR, M. SOMASUNDARAM)

OVE is the ever creative, recreative and

L propulsive force of the universe that attracts
gods, angels, men, beasts, plants and atoms.
Just as nutrition is the first and most urgent con-
dition for the maintenance of the individual organism
so love alone secures the maintenance of the species

or, rather, the maintenance of the long series of

generations in the million-year course of the history
of life. c

Throughout the whole of the living nature the
greatest effects proceed from this potent factor.
The whole world is simply wrapped up, as if it
were, in the momentous influence of love in the
life of ‘man. We may say indeed that no otlier
organic' power can bescompared to it for g moment
in' comprehensiveness and: intensity of action. All
other: passions thHat ‘agitate the heart of man are
far outstripped- in its influence by this sense in-
flaming and’ mind-benumbing agent. On the one
hand: we look - to-love with a thank offering grace—
as- the source of the greatest inspiration and bles-
sings, the noblest creative power, the highest form
of" art, and -the mightiest’ harmony prevailing in
the music of human life. We see in it the chief
factor in' the- moral advance of- humanity, the

foundation: of family life and therefore of social

and intellectual advance. On the other “hand, we
dread it as the devouring flame that brings ruin
“on-so many and causes more misery, vice, and crime
than all: other evils- of human life put together.
So: wonderful: is love: and so momentous is its in-
fluenee- on animal: economy. .

The influence of love on human physiognomy
plays such:a:vital part that no pages in the history
of science are more arresting and generally in-
structive-than -this picture of “love. in the making.”

The horizon of mind is- healthily expanded as
we follow the search-light- of scientific knowledge
down the vast avenues of past time and gaze on
the. bright. and flaming. sides of love. And if the

imagination recoils from the strange and remote

_effects of love or its burning flame that are lit

up by powerful search-lights, philosophy draws

- aside another veil and reveals the brilliant flashes

of love in their true colours. Philosophy holds that
only subtle, necessary and efficient causes are at
work as a shaping force and guiding mind in the
moulding .of love between human beings and’ atoms.
On the other hand, positive philosophy affirms that
conscious, purposive and fina. causes are at work
in the flights of human imagination and that love
is neither purely materialistic nor purely spiritialis-
tic, but a reconciliation of these two forms of”
principles; since it regards the whole picture: of
love as one efficient cause and sees only efficient.
causes are at work in it. ; ’

Dualistic. philosophy, on the contrary, holds-
that nature and spirit, matter and force,.love and:
hatred, the world and god are “independent. ex-
istences. Therefore, we are on the ambiguous
plane of mind. The only effective assertion is that
we are involved in the cob-web woven by tawdiy
imagination and that we are in the tangles: of the
dispute of philosopy. These are anything but
intellectual legerdemain concerned with such riddlas:
as “did the hen come first or thé egy”. '

The rationalistic’ phylosophy affifing positively .
the way leading to the intellectual love of . God;’
which.is the fruit of the highest intuition, to which
man should attain, when after an adequate. dis-
cipline or intelligence and’ character, he arrives at
the synoptic vision of the “one and all”. ‘

Let us not imagine. this vital spark of heaver- -
ly flame, as the breath arising from wounded: pride;
vanity or self love. It is even beyond the kriow:
ledge of a genius to comprehend: the. wider tenacles
of this “ruby-sparkle”: because genius is. nothing
but merely a form mental’ ‘Jujitsuw’. To: put it in

a poetic diction genius is one per cent inspiration. «.

and’ ninety nine per cent perspiration;

. el
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A Short Account Of Ramayana

THE HINDU EPIC.

By

Sellam.

HE Ramayana, the well-known epic of the

Hindus, is one of the oldest works written in the

Sanskrit language. I calculate that it might
have been composed about 300 B.C. and as its
name 1mph%, it is the record of the march of
Rama, the Aryan hero, into the Deccan and South
Indla, which, in due course, led to the Aryan con-
quest of the part of India.

" Rama’s march was not, however, underfaken
for conquest. It grew out of an incident. Thasa-
ratha, Rama’s father, had three wives, and by
them had four sons, Rama being the eldest. Rama’s
stepmother Kaikeye was anxious that her son

Paratha should become the king which she manag-

ed to br‘ng‘ about through a promise Thasaratha
had made to her at the time of their marriage.
Although Rama was the heir-apparent to the
throne, Rama went into voluntary exile to en-
able his father to keep the = pledge given to
Kaikeye, Rama’s ‘wife Sita and his brother Lax-
mana also shared his exile. Thasaratha did not
long survive his son’s exile,

While residing in the foresi, Rama came into
conflict with certain non-Aryan chiefs who then
ruled the Deccan and South India. These chiefs,
who are referred to in the Ramayana as belong-
ing to-the ‘Monkey’ tribes, belonged to the in--
dlgexious racés of South India. Later Rama con-
quered Vaali, crowned Sugreevan in Vaali’s place
and took Hanuman under his service. At about
this time, the wicked Ravanan, the King of Lanka
(Ceylon) heard about the faultless beauty of Sita
.and desired to have her for himself. He set
Mareeson to trick'Rama and Laxmana away from
their house and’ in their absence, Ravanan carried
away Sita to Lanka his kingdom, and put her in
prison.

Rama and Laxmana then marched through the

unknown territory of the South in search of Sita,
Sugreevan and his party assisted Rama with

armies and fought with great valour on his side. | -
Between India and- Ceylon is the-sea; and with -the-

help of his army, Rama, as the epic describes,
constructed a bridge (modern ‘Ramar Anai') up

to Ceylon and there in contniuous battles lasting

PR et

for more than sm months, destroyed the whole

power of Ravanan, released Sita and came back
with her in triumph. The epic describes in great
detail and with picturesque imagery, the various
incidents of the war, giving thereby an excellent
idea of the state of civilisation in those -times. .

By this time, the period of Rama’s exile which
was fourteen years, expired, and he was received
in his kingdom by all his brothers and his other
relations, as well as by his subjects, with great joy
and affection. He was crowned king, but soon
after, as ill-luck would have it, a scandalmonger
spoke unkind words about Sita, his most faithful
spouse, because of her imprisonment by KRavanan,
and when these words, spoken in private, were con-
veyed to Rama, his ‘mind was greatly dlstressed
and he, in an evil hour, resolved to abandon Sita
and sent her to the forest to live a lonely life
there. You know, “Caesar’s wife should not only
be chaste, but be above suspicion,” this must have
been the sentiment that governed Rama’s mind.
However, he never lived a happy life thereafter,
as his conscience was pricking him.

Under special instruction from Rama, Sita was
taken to the forest in a chariot by Laksmana and
was told that she must thereafter lead a lonely life.
It was a shock to Sita, a bolt from the blue. The
poet describes the pitiful scene in the most pathetic
manner, and has utilised all his talents to bring
out Sita’s moral superiority. After abandoning
herself to grief, and uttering words of despair, she
sends a final message to Rama. This message is
still cherished by Hindu women as an ideal senti-
ment to be cultivated with diligence. Her message
ran thus:—

“QOh, Rama my dearest, do you call your-

self cultured, high-born, learned, and do you

on the words of a wicked libeller abandon me,

an innocent woman, who had demonstrated her

purity in the presence of all, through the ordeal

of Fire? Be it so, I blame you not, I blame

"my fate. What is this life to me without you?
I would fain give. it up, but alas, I am preg-

nant, and if I kill myself, your child would

die with me. To preserve your race, Rama, I
kill not myself until at least the child is born.
But this boon I ask of God, O Rama, that if

June, 1937,




June, 1937,

THE PATHFINDER. ")

I be born again, may you also be born as my
husband, and let there never be separation
between us.” ‘ .

After Laxmeana departed from her with her
messége, Sita wandered aimlessly for sometime in
the forest,” but soon met the great Valmiki, who
took pity on her and accommodatad her in his large
hermitage where many men and women lived,
There she gave birth to a son, Kusan. Later she
adopted a boy, Lavan, who very much resembled
her own son. Both the children were brought up
with great care and love by the Sage and eventual-
ly they met Rama. It was this Sage Valmiki who
is the author of the “Ramayana”.

Hindu Ideals. The - “Ramayana” is regarded
with great veneration by all classes of Hindus, and
though it was originally written in Sanskrit, there
are versions of it'in all Hindu vernaculars, and not

a Hindu boy or a girl is allowed to grow without
a knowledge of the stories of Rama and Sita.
These stories are proudly recited in-many family
circles and in public festive occasions. There are
professional classes of itinerant religious preachers
who sing them to illiterate masses in homely
language. The Hindus hold Rama as an example
of moral perfection.
gladly agreed to his exile rather than aliow his

who loved no woman other than Sita; the ideal

above all; the ideal king who loved his subjects as
his own children, and even abandoned his dearest

Sita is equally adored as the ideal wife whose
womanly virtues Hindu wives

cultivate.

Corespondence,

The [Editor,
The Pathfinder.
Sir,

It is the most important duty of all able bodied
members of our community o do a term of service
with the Volunteer Forces in Malaya in order to
learn the elements of warfare and be able to assist
the civil authorities in the case of civil disturbance
or to defend the country in case of external aggres-
sion by a foreign power.

It is very regretable that except - in Kuala
Lumpur no facilities exist elsewhere for this train-
ing, but a .united request for facilties in other big
centres would I feel meet with the approval of' the
British Government whose subjects we are.

In Kuala Lumpur we have a Tamil Platoon,
known as No. 6 Platoon, B. Coy. Selangor Battalion
F.M.S.V.F, :

The origin of this platoon is as follows:—

“During the outbreak of the Great War 250
Tamils in Kuala Lumpur offered to form a Volunteer
Corps. The Government decided to accept the
services of 50 and accordingly 50 men, whose chest
Ineasurements were over 83 inches and whose
heights were over 5 feet 5 inches were selected and

enrolled,  Their first parade was held on the 10th

September, 1915, 49 out of 50 being present. They

" t0"the Pathfinder.

I

 drilled regularly twice a week.”

This Platoon is still in éxis_tenqe and 'bffér_é ;
opportunities for young men to undergo training

in warfare. During the last two-years this Platoon
was turned out as the most efficient and all round
Non-European Platoon in Selangor and was award-
ed the Perkin’s Shield. ‘ ' B ’

The distinetion of being the first Tamil o hold -

H.E. the High Commissioner's Commission falls to
2|Lieut. R.V. Karlakandan, an original member
of the Tamil Platoon. S

Volunteering is not a very strenuous game
except on one day during His Excellency the
General Officer Commanding’s inspection. As a

recruit you have to do 40 parades a year and when -

you pass that stage you do 24 parades a year and
fire a rifle or L. G. Course at the Kuala Lumpur
range and attend the General Officer Commanding’s
inspection. ' ' '

All travelling expenses are refunded. If you °

are efficient and fall sick you only pay half the
rates charged at General Hospital. You are taken
to Port Dickson once a year for a week for ‘inten-
sive training and change at Government expense,
If you. want further particulars please apply

- A VOLUNTEER

He is the ideal son who
father’s pledge to be broken; the ideal husband

warrior whose arrow never missed the mark and

wife to appease the sentiments of his subjects.

are taught to
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The -Editor,.
Pathfnder.

Six; -

i The.Tamil' State Councillor for the State of
Selangor in advocating the pronibition of toddy to

Tamijl labourers has met with con31derable eriticism’

from the pen of correspondents to the local press.
" It has been said that toddy contains vitamins

so essential to the constitution of the labourer and

one should. not grudge his pint of toddy. ‘Let us.

take it for granted that it is so but what about
brandy, whiskey, gin and other multifarious
drinks manufactuled by geniuses for human con-
sumptlon Do thiey contain vitamins as well? Are
they teces§ary for our existance in this world?
How many of our countrymen are free from this
evil? These and other associated questions should
- be discussed by the veaders of the Paihfinder and

" the results published in this magazine for the wel-
tare of ‘the community.

Having heen addicted to drinks for a number
of years, having drunk all kinds of drinks ‘avgilablé’
in this country and having given it up for good
(may the Almighty help in my determination), I
have come to the conclusion that if “I am to be hale

T should take no ale” and that if “I wish to be in_

good spirits I should' take nc spirits' Its after

effects are like ‘the stings of*an adder.

©OA well known doctor in his treatise says that
one addicted: to drinks loses his appetite, excessive
dfinks - make him a Dbeast, crimes have been

cominitted under the inflitence of drink and’ some

even blew. their brains. out. :

A drunkard always craves for his drinks. He
has no.regard for his family. They are reduced to
poverty, want and beggary. Many happy homes
are shattered. Drinking becomes hereditary and
the: chlldren inherit a love for liquor.

‘This infernal stuff, ask any sane man, is no
good for man or woman. It is not part of our

aiet, it is not introduced to us by our parents but

acquired . in ignorance or bad .company.
Dear Reader, if you are in the habit of taking

dfmks daily o even on partular days, may I ask
you to.give it up? It will not only keep you healthy

I

- higher exaimination;

o Vand, strong but will save you a lot of money and

ensure you a happy existence in this world: 4

The Editor,
Pathfinder,
Kuala. Lumpur..
Sir,
-After perusing the first issue of your valuablr
journal “Pathfinder”, I was thinking for a couple

of days about a useful suggestion, which I could.

send to you. Finally a certain -idea struck my
mind and I like to know the opinion of the-other
members in the Society about  my suggestion:
that provision be made for a Scholarship-in  the
Medical College, Singapore.

We are having more than elght hundred
members in the Society. If each member subscribes,
out of the dividend, 10 cents a month, say $1.20
a year for six years, then there is a total sum of
of $6,000(-. This money is sufficient to maintain
one. of our boys in the Singapore Medical College.
The Medical College Course takes six years and a
student requires $1,000|- per year. At the end of
six years we get a doctor for the little sum of
money $7.20 which each member pays annually..

Applications must be called from:students-both
boys and girls, who are locally born and educated
and who have passed the Cambridge Senior or a
. The- selection must.:be: by a
competetive examination consisting- of ‘two parfs
oral and written and of the same- standard. as the
Cambridge Senior. Preference must. be. given: to.
students who have passed. Secience: subjects like
Chemistry Physics,. Botany: ete., for the Cambridge
Senior or London Matriculation. examination, since
the Medical College Authorities prefer students
possessing -knowledge in Seience subjects.

I hope the members-.of the Soeiety will con-
sides this - matter well and write their views: to-the
Editor,

Thanking- you,

Yours truly,.
A MEMBER:. .=

A REFORMED MAN. "+

T'en

ble |
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Personal

and (General.

PERAK.

T HE marriage of Miss.
Rajaratnam, the daughter of Mr. S. Raja-
ratnam and of Mrs. S. Rajaratnam, with Mr.

V. Paramnsothy of the Victoria School, Singapore,

was solemnised according to Hindu rites on the
22nd May, 1937, at the residence of the bride’s
parents at GreenTown, Ipoh. A. reception was
héld on the following day at the Anderson School
Hall, Ipoh.

Mr. K. Thuraiayah, who was formerly in the
Medical Department, Bentong, Pahang, has come
on transfer to the Water Works Department, P.W.
D. Ipoh . 2

Kuala Kangsar.

The marriage of - Miss. Emily Margaret
Nesamma, the second daughter of Mr. J.V. Muttiah
J.P., of Kuala XKangsar with Mr. Thambiak
Rasanayagam, Agiatic Inspector of Police, Tapah,
took place at 4 o'clock in the afteroon on Saturday,
the 29th May, 1937, at the Church of thp Resur-
rection, Kuala Kangsm

Tekuk Anson.
Mr. S.” Suppiah of the General Hospital, was

blessed with a daughter.

Mr. S. Rasiah, Town Overseer, P.W.D., has
been promoted to the post of Head Overseer,
Lower Perak.

Taiping.

Mr. R. Nagaratnam of the P.W.D., Perak,
has proceeded on transfer to the‘Secretariat, Negri
Sembilan, to act as Office Assistant.

Mr. K. Arulampalam, who was in failing
health for some days, has gone to Kuala Lumpur
to undergo medical treatment under his brother,
Dr. K. Thillaiampalam of the Peoples Dispensary.
Mr. Arulampalam is ghortly retiring from the
service. He is the recipient of a Coronation medal.

Mr. K. Arumugam, in charge of the Govern-
ment Dispensary at Kuala XKurau, has come here
on transfer.

Mr. M. Arumugam of the Revenue Survey
Office, Tammg and his wife have left for Ceylon on

: leave

. M. Arumugam, of the local Survey Office

: has gone on transfer to the Revenue Survey Office,

Kamalambika Dhevy !

HtH

Singapore. He is succeeded by Mr. Manuel from
Singapore. '

Mr. P. Eliatamby, Chief Clerk, Land Office,
Kuala Lumpur, has assumed duties as Office As-
sistant, Registry of Titles, Perak, Taiping, in place
of Mr. Khoo Cheng Bocn who retired last month.

A touch of ‘flu’ is the common experience of
most of the inhabitants of the town and many

residents have been conflned to houses.

SELANGOR. .

Kuala Lumpur. :

Messrs. K. Tilliampalam .of the Audit Office
and K. Duryappah of Hallam & Co., both ardent
members of the Imbi & Pasar Roads Distriet Com-
mittee for some years, have proceeded on leave to
Ceylon. Prior to their departure they were bcth
entertained at dinners. Mr. Duryappah was zalco

a member of the General Committee of the Chums’
Amateur Dramatic Association and rendered valu-
able service.

Mr. A. Kathiravely, Samtary Inspector who
had been on a short vacation to. Ceylon has return-
cd and resumed duty.

Mrs. Kandiah, wife-of Mr. T. Kandlah Audit
Office, is blessed  with a daughter Both mother
and child are in good health.

A very appreciable work has been done by
way of additions and alterations to Sri. Kanda-
-swamy Temple, Scott Road, Kuala Lumpur. It has
been decided to perform the Kumbabeshagam on.
Monday the 28th June, 1937.

Mr. S. Rasiah of the Central -Accountant’s
Office, P. & T., and the Hon: Secretary of the:
Selangor Ceylon Saivites’ Association, Kuala
Lumpur, has been promoted to Clasg I of the
P & T. with effect from 1.1.1937..

Mr. V. Subramaniam of the Drainage &
Irrigation Department has been transferred to Tai-
ping, Perak as Financial Assistant, P.W.D.

Messrs. A. Saravanamuthu of the Divisional
Superintendent’s Office, F.M.S. Rlys, and XK.
Ponniah of the Office of Senior Engineér, P & T,
have gone on leave to Ceylon.

Ulu Selangor.

The wife and children of Mr. M. Pasupathi-

pillai, Waterfall Egtate, Rawang have proceeded

to Ceylon during the last week of May, 1937.
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Kuala Selangor

Prior to his departure oix transfer tg Kuala
Lumpur, Mr, M. Thamotharampillai of the District
Office was entertained at dinner at the Residence of
Mr. - M. Rajadurai. Many speeches were made
eulogising the sterling qualities of the .guest of
honour and the sérvices rendered by him to the
Society in the capacity of the District Secretary

in 1934 and as a member of the preyious District .

Committee. Mr. Thamotharampillai suitably replied.

The Coronation of His Majesty the King was
very well celebrated in this District.
had joy flights in a seaplane specially called from
Smgapoze for the Coronation. Dlsplay of fire-
Works arranged had ‘to' be abandoned as 2 result
of an accident in which one was killed -and eight
were hurt. ~

NEGRI SEMBILAN

Sermban

" Mr. M. Chinniah of the Forest Department,
Seremban has ‘gone on transfer te Foregt Office,
Kuala Lipis, as Chief Clerk. He did good work
for the Hindu Temple. Mr. K. Sivaguru from
Kuala Lipis, had succeeded him.

Mr. K. Ponniah from Port Dickson has come
to Land Office, Seremban, on transfer. '

) Master Aloysius Ponniah son of Mr. & Mus.

A.B. Ponniah died in Seremban Hospital on May,
21st after an operatlon for acute appendicitis.
Our heartfelt condolence to tho beleaved parents
and relativeg.

A cable has bheen received form Ceylon an-
nouncing the de_ath of Mrs. Selvadurai, wife of
Mr. M. Selvadurai of the Customs Officc Gemas.
We oﬁer our c¢ondolences to Mr: Selvadurai.

V. Chinniah of the General Hospital
celebrateo his birthday, which happlly coincided
with the Coronation day, on the 12th ultimo.

After a period of practical inactivity for-two
-years, partly due to the death of their President,
the late Dr. A.S. Muthu, a record number of mem-

_bers fo the N.S. Tamil Union turned up at the:

General Meeting on 8th May held at the Bala
Sangetha Saba. premises. A Committee of Manage-
ment was elected, composed: of young mvmbexs for
the enguing year ~

PAHANG

Kuala Lipis. A ,
The Coronatlon celebrations were in a specta-
cular manner worthy of the occasion.

Many people -

" Mr.

gramme included a parade, thanksgiving services
at all places of worship, and sports. There were
cinema shows, drama, ronggeng and fireworks.
All the shops and houses in the town were tasteful-
ly decorated and illuminated at night.

Mr. M. Arunasalam has proceeded on transf,er'?"
to the Distriect Hospital, Raub. .

Mr., M. Kathiravelu of the Forest Depart-
ment has gone on transfer ito the ‘District Forest
Office at Bentong.

Temerloh & Mentakab.

Mr. S. Parampalam, nephew of Mr. A.
Mayilvahanam, Chairman of the District Commit-
tee, has joined the coilege of Medicine as -a student
and proceeded to Singapore -»n May, 26. Through

' the good offices of the Jaffnese Co-operative Society

it was possible for him to obtain admission into
the College.

Dr. 8. Sivaganam, has assumed duties as
Assistant Medical Officer, Mentakab. He will, it is
hoped, partake in the activities of the Jaffnese Co-
operative Society here. He was relentless in his
duty as Chairman while he was statloned at Bentong
some years ago.

Mr. V. Veluppillai, Chief Clerk Land Office,
was transferred.to the Audit Office and proceeded
to Kuala Lumpur on 1st June, 1937. He was an
active member of the District Committer and serv-
ed as Branch Secretary for some time.

Mr. K. Ké_magaratnam of the District Hospital,
" Mentakab will be leaving for Ceylon shortly.

‘Kuantan. -

Mr. N. Nadarajah of the P.W.D,, proceeded
on transfer to the Government Printing Office,
Kuala Lumpur. :

Mr. A.M. Kanadasami of the Distriet Office
and Branch Secretary of our Committee, is blessed
with a sgon. : -

The Annual General mee ing of the Kuantan
Tamil Association was held n the 9th May in
the Tamil School with Mr. V. Rasiah in the chair.
The accounts for 2nd half-year were passed and
the following Office Bearers were elected for the
ensuing years:— '

V. Rasiah—President (re- elected) Z

Mr. C.S. Kandiah—Hon: Secretary & Ranager
Tamil School (re-elected).

Mr. T. Krichner—Hon: Treasurer.

Committee . Members—DMessrs.. A.. Sivagrru, P.S.T
Sithamparam Chettiar, V.. Ve'autham, and S.
Murugasu (Sports Secretary).

Dr. K. Natarajan from Kuala Lipis has suc

The pro- ceeded Dr. S.. Sivaganam,



Fune, 1937. | ' THE PATHFINDER, 33

As in all other Malayan towns the Indians and - CEYLON.
Ceylonese demonstrated their loyaliy to H.M. The _—
King Emperor by taking part in the Coronation
Celebrations, Indian musicians, who were special-

The Hon'ble Mr. W. Duraisamy, the Speaker
of the Ceylon State Council was among those who
. . | attended the luncheon at Westminster Hall given
ly brought down from Kuala Lumpur, entertained | on the occasion of the Corenation of King George
the public with music.  Vocal and intrumental | vy,

He had the honour of being presented to the
King, and was invested with the insignia of

Knighthood by His Majesty.

music were also provided by the children.

Imagination, boldness of conception, fertility device—in short, industrial
enterprise in all its forms, demanding the alert and vigarous union of all sorts of
moral and mental qualities, will be essential in the new era. Inertia must disappear
and be supplanted by énergy and enthusiasm; and more than these, scientific know-

l.edg_e and well directed initiative.

ERNEST J.P. BENN:

- : * £ % B ]
«  In business getting on reéais getting on with men.

" In education keenness is the first essential and personality the final aim.

% * % & ®

The great thing is to give school boy a mind that will do anything. What is

wanted is not so much technical knowedge as trained intelligence.
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Views And Reviewsz. |

(BY SANGARATAH.)

The ""Cd’mnatioh;

THOUGH it 1s now a few weeks since the
celebrations in connection with the coronation

. of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth were
staged in Great Britain and the Empire Overseas
'] canriot allow this opportunity to pas without
referring to the subject. Malaya, as usual on such
occasions, did her part ‘exceedingly well and ‘the
members ,of the various communities' forming  the
cosmopolitan - population of the country joined
hands in marking the auspicious day a day of

frleat reJommcrs, without any distinction of race
From papers to hand from other=}*

‘patts of . the "Fmp’re it is abundantly c'ear that

‘the great occasion was celebrated in the most fit:

ting manner.

We in Malaya.
‘Having briefly dealt with the foregoing ‘suh-

jeet T think that a word of adivee, if it is necessary ' . : S
“that unemployment could be solved by finding jobs

at all, may be utterred to our bretheren. One and
all of us?should do our best to help maintain the
splendid feeling of loyalty to the Governmént and
the sp1r1+ -of co-operation with every unit of the
commumty, and we should also remember that we
are here in ‘Malaya enjoying the hospitality 6f the
native ru}ers and the goodwill of the British ad--
minjstration. Should any of our great men visit
this land from across the sea, let us put forward
his personal and social status prominently. Every
keen observer form other lands has praised the
communal. amity existing here and we, who have
lived heré longer and known the country better,
should he’'p the visitor to appreciate this fact
easily and: completely. B

Temporary Allowances
There is at present moment a great hope en-
tertained by the servants of the Governments of

‘salaries

ill-balanced and topsy—tulvey
of supply and demand ¢annot- be thrown away. S0
I say to some of our lads, “Back to the land”.
There is dignity in labour and also profif.

MlélayAa of receiving a certain percentage of tem-
porary allowances in addition to their permanent
in view of the increased cost of the
necessaries of life. A commission has been set up
to go into the pros and cons of the question and

the people. whom. the allowances, if given, will
benefit are arrangmg to make proper representa-
tions to the commission in order to prove that cost
of living has actually gone up. KEvery housewife
knows that the prices of articles required for the
home, déily have . gone up—in some cases as high
as 30 per cent. What the varlous committees and
representatives of the Government servants have to
do is merely to prepare lists showing the increase
of the cost of daily needs.

Back to the Laﬁd.

Even ‘those who until recently held the view

of so called respectable nature, without the neces-
sity of turning to the tilling of the land, have al-
most completely changed their - mmds, “Back to the
Land” is mnot 51mply an idle and meamngless slo-
gan, though at. one time ‘it may have lost its
significance by over-use. So. long as the world
lasts there must be a certain pertion of the popu-
lation employed in the work of producing the
grains and other agricultural products that man-
Then, if all the people acquire the

mentality and

kind requires.

“clean-finger” and “white-sleeve”

“refuse to cultivate the land, ‘the world will-become

The economic law
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